THE ARMENIAN LEGION AND ITS DESTRUCTION
OF THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF CILICIA!

Stanford J. Shaw

As the Allied armies occupied Turkey starting in late November
1918, Turks reacted largely with silent acquiescence. They were
willing to accept that since the war had left their country
devastated and most of its people starving, the victorious Powers of
Europe occupied their country in order to help them rebuild it in
the lands of the Ottoman Empire that remained with large Turkish
majorities, in accordance with Point Twelve of Woodrow Wilson’s
Fourteen Points declared earlier the same year. As was the case in
western Anatolia, however, where Allied intentions to deprive the
Turks of their homeland combined with Greek atrocities against
the settled population drove the Turks to support a Turkish
national resistance, so also those in Cilicia were soon driven to
resist violently against the abuses and atrocities which the French
occupation troops inflicted on them during the two years that
followed.?

Many of these troops were poorly organized and lacked
sufficient numbers to maintain order. Some of their officers seem
to have treated the occupation mainly as an occasion for personal
enrichment.? Most of the soldiers, moreover, were only nominally

This article is an elaboration and extension of various sections regarding the Armenian
Legion in my recent study, From Empire to Republic: The Turkish War of National
Liberation, 1918-1923, 5 vols., Ankara, T rk Tarih Kurumu, 2000.

Cilicia as a province never existed in the four-hundred years of Ottoman administration
in the area. The name was resurrected by the Allied occupation powers, with as wide a
definition as possible, in order to justify the area that they were authorized to control by
the Armistice of Mondros. In general terms, it coincided with the modern Turkish district
known as Cukurova, and included the Ottoman province of Adana, the district of Maras,
and adjacent areas. See Justin McCarthy, Death and Exile: the Ethnic Cleansing of
Ottoman Muslims, 1821-1922, Princeton, New Jersey, The Darwin Press, Inc., 1995,
pp. 202-204.

British High Commissioner in stanbul Horace Rumbold to Foreign Secretary Lord
Curzon, stanbul, 19 November 1920, in G. B., Public Record Office, Foreign Office files
(hereafter abbreviated as FO) 371/5210 no. E14888; High Commissioner’s
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French since the French army had been decimated on the Western
Front during the World War that had just come to an end, and the
people of France were unwilling to sacrifice more in order to secure
nebulous conquests in far off lands such as Turkey. Some of the
soldiers were in fact Tuaregs from Algeria. Most, however, were
members of a section of the French L gion d’Orient called the
Armenian Legion (L gion Arm nienne), commanded by French
General Louis Romieu. The Armenian Legion had been organized
starting in 1916 under Romieu’s command in Cyprus, until 1878
part of the Ottoman Empire but starting on 4 November 1914,
transformed into a base for assaults against the Islamic Middle
East. Training and provision of arms was carried out largely under
British auspices, at a base located near Monarga (Bogaztepe),
north of Magosa, chosen because of the existence of an Armenian
monastery nearby. Turks on the island were severely restricted
under a regime of martial law to prevent them from interfering.
Their arms were confiscated and turned over to the Legion,
depriving the Cypriot Turks of the ability to defend themselves
against the long-standing attacks against them by the local Greek
population.* Substantial military support was provided by the
French and British forces training nearby in preparation for their
assault on Gelibolu (Gallipoli) along with arms brought with the
British expeditionary force sent from Egypt. Financial resources for
arms and other equipment for the Armenian Legion, as well as for
the salaries of officers and men, came largely from popular
subscription campaigns mounted throughout the war in the
United States and Great Britain nominally intended to feed
‘starving Armenians', but which in fact were used to mount
terrorist attacks against Turks throughout Anatolia as soon as an
Ottoman defeat and Allied occupation of the country made it
possible.5 Cypriot Greeks contributed substantially to the Legion,

Representative, zmir, to High Commissioner, stanbul, 5 June 1920 in FO 406/44, p.
75, no. 48; cited in McCarthy, Death and Exile, op. cit., p. 242.

The district between Magosa and Monarga was in fact made a closed military zone, with
its entire Turkish population being evacuated to concentration camps. The camp of Arab
militants trained at nearby base to support the Arab revolt were transferred to a more
distant location. Halil Aytekin, Kibris’'ta Monarga (Bogaztepe) Ermeni Lejyonu Kamp1
Ankara, T rk Tarih Kurumu, 2000, pp. 60-66.

Aytekin, op. cit., pp. 37-89, 165-178 provides details on the organization and training
of the Armenian Legion during World War 1. The American financial campaign was
spearheaded by American missionary leader James Barton and retired President
Theodore Roosevelt. John D. Rockefeller led the donors with a gift of $25,000. See:
Aytekin, op. cit., pp. 90-93.
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providing food, clothing and logistical support for the soldiers while
they were in training.

Large numbers of young Armenians came to Cyprus to join the
Legion, mostly as a result of recruitment campaigns organized by
the son of the former Prime Minister of Egypt, Boghos Nubar Pasa,
who stirred them with romantic tales of establishing an Armenian
empire stretching from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean while
at the same time, gaining revenge against Turks and other
Muslims. Armenian soldiers who had served in the Ottoman army
during the war and had been captured by the British and
imprisoned in concentration camps in Cyprus also were separated
from their Turkish colleagues and enrolled in the Legion. As time
went on, the initial force of Armenian refugees was enlarged by the
transfer to it of Armenian soldiers in the British and French
garrisons on the island and in Egypt as well as Armenians
captured by General Edmund Allenby’s army that was advancing
from the Sinai Peninsula through Syria during most of 1917.

Difficulties in disciplining and training the Armenians
prevented the Legion from being used in any of the campaigns
mounted against the Ottomans in the latter stages of the war
except for a few who were sent to Allenby’s force, largely to help get
local Syrian Arabs and Armenians to support the campaign in
cooperation with the Bedouin raids coming out of the desert as
part of the Arab Revolt. The Armenian Legion therefore remained
on Cyprus until the armistice was signed. In the end it was
brought to Turkey, not by the British, but as part of the French
army sent to occupy Syria and south-eastern Anatolia as a result
of the Armistice imposed on the Ottomans at Mondros in late
October 1918. When it entered Turkey as part of the French army,
this Armenian force consisted of four battalions of 4368 soldiers
and 66 officers.

Starting with their initial landings at skenderun (Alexandretta)
a month later, and continuing as the French army moved into
Anatolia, members of the Armenian Legion indiscriminately
assaulted and pillaged Arab and then Turkish villages and towns,
killing hundreds of Muslims in the process. Local Armenians
remaining in Cilicia, together with Armenians brought from
southern Russia and central Anatolia also joined the French forces
as they attacked the Turks, initially in the areas of skenderun and
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slahiye, later extending to the areas of Toprakkale-D rtyol,
Mersin, Adana, Tarsus, Pozanti and Maras.® As the surviving
Muslims fled into the adjacent hills to escape massacre, members
of the Armenian Legion pillaged their homes and shops and left
village after village in flames. When their French officers attempted
to stop the atrocities, the Armenian soldiers mutinied and often
deserted their units, joining local Armenians and Armenians
arriving in Cilicia from central and western Anatolia in continuing
their attacks on the remnants of the settled Turkish population.”

The Ottoman army and gendarmerie made numerous reports to
the Ministry of War, the Gendarme Department, and the Prime
Minister’s office based on communications sent by local mayors,
district and religious officials, describing the carnage inflicted by
Armenian soldiers wearing French uniforms:®

Atrocities perpetrated by Armenians wearing French uniforms
against the population of Maras.

It has been established that nearly all the French soldiers who
supplanted the British soldiers are Armenians. These soldiers
have used force to strip off the veils of Muslim women and

Minist re de la D fense (France), Etat Major de 'Arm e du Terre, Service Historique,

General du Hays, Les Arm es francaises au Levant, Tome I: L’Occupation francaise

en Syrie et en Cilicie sous le Commandement Britannique, novembre 1918-

novembre 1919, Tome II: Le Temps des Combats 1920-1921 (Chateau de Vincennes,

Paris), I, pp. 111-114 (hereafter cited as AFL); from ‘Le tableau de stationnement du 5

f vrier, AG, Chateau de Vincennes, no. 2141 in carton A 2-3; and the situation effectifs

on 01 February 1919 in no. 359/G of 9 March 1919 in carton 1 C 2; Robert F. Zeidner,

“The Tricolor over the Taurus: The French in Cilicia and Vicinity, 1918-1922”

(unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, University of Utah, 1991), pp. 153-157, 205; later in

book form: Robert F. Zeidner, The Tricolor over the Taurus: the Franco-Turkish War

for Cilicia, Crucible of the National Liberation Movement, New York, Peter Lang

Publ., 1996; PRFRUS, 1918, supplement 1, 1, pp. 885-891. For an Armenian effort to

whitewash the conduct of the Armenian Legion, see R. G. Saakian, Franko-Turetskie

Otnoshenia i Kilikiia: 1918-1923, Erivan, 1986. Richard Hovannisian’s massive

History of the Armenian Republic, while citing the same French sources mentioned in

this study, and in particular AFL, fails to give any information on what the French reveal

about the Armenian Legion’s violent conduct during its occupation of Cilicia.

7 United States Department of State Decimal File 867. 4016/407, 13 March 1919.
McCarthy, Death and Exile, pp. 205, 243; Assistant British High Commissioner Webb
to Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, London, 27 March 1919, in FO 371/3658/no.
58433; United States High Commissioner Admiral Mark Bristol, stanbul, to Secretary of
State, 11 December 1919, in U. S. Department of State Decimal File 867/1076; Comte
R. de Gontaut-Biron, Comment la France s’est install e en Syrie: 1918-1919, Paris,
Plon-Nourrit, 1922, pp. 54-55.

8 I have inserted in the footnotes the original dossiers and reports on which the translated

reports were based.
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assault them in the marketplace, leading the local Muslims to
resist. They also have insulted the people. The French
commanders have been encouraged by the Armenians to sieze
the arms and ammunition of the Muslims. In each convoy of
French soldiers occupying Maras, about three to five hundred
Armenians have come, disguised as French soldiers. The
Armenians at Zeytun also were armed. As the French soldiers
were occupying Marasg, the Armenians welcomed them shouting
'Long live Armenia' while randomly shooting Muslims in the
streets and insulting Turkish national values.

19 Safar 1338 (13 November 1919)°

BOA. HR. SYS. 2543- 5/27, 28. Based on the reports in the following dossier:

B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Emniyet-i Um miyye M d riyeti

D rende K 'im- i mak mhigimm 11 Tesr n-i S n [1]335t rhli tahrr t1 s retidir:
Mar‘as'da zuh ru istihb r kilman h dis tin kaz ah 1 since heyec n- miz bir vaz'iyyetde
olduklar1 kaz ya muv salat-1 cizde g r Ilmesi zerine s k n ve i'tid llerini muh faza
i¢c n nes yihde bulunulmus ve mes’ele bir m b lagadan ib ret oldugu tefh m edilmis
ancak mezk r mes’elenin es s yakindan anlamak ¢ resine tevess 1 edilmesi tavsiye
edilmis ve bunun zerine m tehayyiz n-1 mahalliyye tarafindan tertb ve Mar‘as'a
g nderil p bu kerre avdet eden adam-1 mahs sdan allnan ma‘lum t ber-vech-i zr
arzolunur. Mar‘as'daki ngiliz askerlerini m b dele eden Fransiz askerleri icinde kirk
Cezayirli M slim ¢ bin r ddesinde Ermeni olup Mar‘as'a v r dlarmndan bir g n sonra
m s firlikden h nesine avdet edeny z pecgeli bir sl m kadinina Fransiz askeri nv ni
altindaki Ermenilerden bir kaci1 ta‘arruz ve daha pegeli gezecek misiniz? Serbest olunuz,
s zleriyle y z ndeki nik b1 cerhden vef t etdigi ve kaldirildigi ve su h li m s hede eden
ah 1-i m slimeden bir ka¢ z t tarafindan men‘’ ve tarafeynce edilen m d fa'a ve
m s deme netcesinde Fransiz askerlerinden birisi cerh ve ertesi g n  eser-i
sl mlardan ikisi mecr hd sd g ve bir hafta sonra da bir polis ile ah 1den bir sahsin
seh d edildigi ve sl mlar yedindeki esliha ve cebh nenin toplatdirilmas: hus su
Ermeniler tarafindan Fransiz kumandam nezdinde tesebb s tda bulunuldugundan bu
sebeble Mar‘as ah 1si um miyetle sil h be-dest olarak ufak bir ta‘arruzla net cesinde
veh met kesbedecek bir i'tis s-1d hil zuh runa her an mecb r muntazir bulunduklar:
ve ileri gelenlerinden bir kag¢ z tin da fir ren Elbistan'a iltic eyledikleri ve etr fdan pey-
der-pey Mar‘as'a Fransiz askeri n miyla her k filede cer beser y z Ermeni gelerek
ictim ‘ ve kuvvetlerini tezy d eylemekde oldugu ve Fransizlar tarafindan Mar‘as kal‘asiyla
Yarbasindaki Katolik kilisesi, tahk m ve Zeytun ah 1 si tesl h edilmekde oldugu ve ah 1 -
i sl miyye, vil yetimizden kuvve-i mu‘ vene intiz r eylemekde olduklar1 alman bir
varaka-i mahrem neden ve giden adamdan bagkaca alinan z hdan anlagilmis ve ma‘a-
m -fih su h I-i esef-istim 1 kaz -y1 ciz ah 1lsinin hissiy t-1 d niyyelerini renc de
etmesinden ve bu b bda muz heret ve mu’ venete ihtiy ¢ gr 1d § takdrde b t n
meve diyetleriyle m len ve bedenen m de bulunduklari ber y-1 ma‘l m t mar zdur.
Ol-b bda.

B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Emniyet-i Um miyye M d riyeti

D rende K 'im-i mak mhigimin 13 Tesrn-i S n [1]335t r hli tahrr ti1s retidir:

M tekaddem 11 Tesrn-i S n [1]335 t r hli ar za-i hus siyye-i ¢ ker neme zeyldir.
Mar‘as'da ngiliz askerlerini m b dele etmek zre d rt makineli t fengle Mar‘as'a d hil
olan Fransiz askerlerini Mar‘as Ermenileri ellerinde bayraklar ve m zeyyen elbiseleri
1 bis olduklar1 h lde istikb 1 ve sehr icerisinde "Yasasm Kilikya Ermenistan, k r olsun
cekemeyenler" diye n m yislerde bulunduklar1 ve ferd s1 g n bes Ermeni Fransiz
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Armenians attached to the French Occupying Army at Maras

have been attacking Muslim civilians in the neighboring villages as
well.

During the incidents that occurred as a result of the French
action of lowering the Ottoman flag from the government house
at Marag, an Ottoman gendarme was Killed. In Adana, an
Armenian soldier killed three persons and three other Muslims
were thrown out of a passing train and also were Kkilled.
Armenian soldiers attached to the French army entering the
village of Lefkeni in the neighborhoods of Ulukisla wounded all
the men in the village and raped some of its women. Seven
people were attacked in the vicinity of merli village. Their eyes
were carved out and they were then bayoneted.

26 Safar 1338 (20 November 1919)t°

10

askeri kiy fetinde h k mete giderek jandarma nevbetcisinden um mh neler nerede,
defterleri nerede bulunduklarinin kendilerine g sterilmelerini tekl f eylemeleri zerine
nevbetciler tarafindan keyfiyet Mar‘as Jandarma Kumandanlifima ma‘’l m t verilerek
kumandan tarafindan merk m nun h k metden tardedildidi ve bunun zerine
Ermeniler cargi der nuna girerek simidci d kk nindan simid alup T rklerin yedikleri
bunlar midir?" diyerek ayaklar altina alup ¢ignemekle tahk r tda bulunduklar1 ve aym
g nde Fransiz istihb r t Ermeni z biti h k mete gelerek kes de edilen Osmanh
sancagimin indirilmesini musurran teklf etmesi ve diger bes nefer Ermeninin de
rastgeldikleri ah 1-i sl miyyeye ve polis ve jandarmalara ta‘arruz ve tec v z tla darba
kiy m eylemeleri zerine vuk ° bulan mud rebe ve m s demeye istir kK eden
jandarmalikdan m staf Cakmakc¢t Sa‘'d'in kursunla cerh ve eser-i cerhden
m te’essiren seh den vef t eyledigi ve jandarmamin mecr h ve kendilerinden de bir
makt 1 d sd § ve Ermeni askerleri tertb t ve kuvvetlerini tezy de calisdiklar:
g nderilen adam-1 mahs sun if desinden anlasildigi ber y-1 mal m t mar zdur. Ol
b bda.

Aslma mut bikdir

Mhr

BOA. HR. SYS. 2602- 1/163. Based on the following report from the Ministry of War to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

Erk n-1 Harbiyye-i Um miyye D ’iresi Sube: 2 Numara: 4682

H riciye Nez ret-i Cel lesine

Devletl efendim hazretleri

stihb r t-1 muhtelife hul sasi ber-vech-iz r arz olunur:

1- Mar‘as'h isg 1 eden Fransizlar sehir etr finda tahk m t yapmislardir. Ve Elbistan
yolunu tarassud etdirmekdedirler. Mar‘as H k met Konagindan Osmanli sancagim
indirmek istemisler ise de muvaffak olamamislar ve bu m n za'a esn smda jandarma
t fenggcisi Sadullah Efendi seh d olmusdur.

2- Adana'da Fransiz Administrat r n n terc m n1 Kem 1, Evk f M dri Sefik, Polis
Cem 1 efendiler bir Ermeni nefer tarafindan katledilmislerdir. Es retden avdet eden alt1
neferden ikisiyle bir M sl man bakkal trenden atilmak s retiyle itl f edilmislerdir.

3- Ulukigla sarkindaki Kocak karyesi civ rinda Lefkeni [Lefkere] k y ne 6/11/35 gecesi
gelen Fransiz Ermeni askerleri k y n erkeklerini darb ve kadinlarmn bir kisminmn
irzlarina tec v z etmislerdir. merli karyesi civ rinda yedi kisinin g zleri oyularak
s ng lenmislerdir.
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Protected by the French, Armenians attacked the Muslim
population in Adana.

Contradicting their claim that they have come to establish
peace and freedom, the French armed forces that entered
Adana behaved treacherously against the Muslim population.
This emboldened the Armenians who while continuing their
attacks on Muslims, set up a mock court with fake judges and
extorted the properties and goods of the Muslim people. On the
allegation that they were Unionists or had injured Christians,
local Muslims were jailed and exiled with their families from
their homes. In Gavurdag, bandits claiming they were
Muslims, who had in fact no political identity, raided Muslim
villages. When, however, they came to raid the village of Seyh
Murad, which was inhabited almost entirely by Armenians,
incidents broke out and spread, resulting in the murder of five
Muslims and the wounding of five others. After that, security
forces and British soldiers intervened and prevented further
attempts to murder Muslims. Following these disorders the
French sent Armenian forces to pursue the bands of brigands
and to destroy Muslim villages. An Armenian band charged
with pursuing brigands raided the Muslim villages of nepli,
Kayali and Arapk y, looting goods and properties, beating
innocent people they saw working in their fields and then
killed them. Following the occupation of Adana by the French
armed forces, Armenians began Kkilling one or two Muslims
each night. Attacking Muslim religious leaders, they arrested
the M fti (Muslim jurist-consult) of the district of D rtyol and
interfered with the appointment and dismissal of other M ftis.
Families, which previously had converted to Islam, were
forcibly taken from their homes and sent to the headquarters
of the Armenian delegation together with Muslim orphaned
children. In the village of Kurtkulagi in the district of
Yumurtalik, Armenian soldiers have prohibited the daily
Muslim ritual calls to prayer for the past seven months.

4- Zaho ve Musul hav 1sinden ngilizlerin ¢ekilecegi hakkinda alinan haberler 9 Tesr n-i
S n sene [1]335 t r hine kadar te’eyy d etmemisdir. Ol b bda emr ferm n hazret-i
men-leh 'l-emrindir.

F 25 Safer sene 1338

F 20 Tesr n-i S n sene 1335

Harbiye N zir1

mza
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14 Rebi levvel 1338 (7 December 1919)!!

11 BOA. HR. SYS. 2878/9. Based on the following report from the office of the Seyh lislam:
B b-1Fetv , D ‘ire-i Mes hat-1 sl miyye, Tahr r t Kalemi Adana Merkez M ft ligi'nin 14
Reb * '1-Evvel sene [1]338 ve 7 K n n-1 Evvel sene [1]335 t r hli tahrr t1 s retidir.
Ah Inin sa' det ve h rriyetini temn i¢ n geldiklerini il n eden Fransizlarin Adana
Vil yetinde ah 1-i sl miyyeye karsu icr t-1 ih netk r nelerinin h tirda kalan bir
kismu ber-vech-i t arzolunur. $ yle ki: Adana'ya v r dlarindan birkac g n sonra Bag
Administrat r "Bremon'un" ’ilesi Madam Bremon otomobil ile Pamukcu-z de Aziz
Efendinin h nesi n nden gecerken m m -ileyh Aziz Efendi'nin bes yasindaki ker mesi
pencereden otomobilin icer s net k rd § ne bin ‘en pederi Aziz Efendinin ma‘a ’ile
mintika h ricine teb* dine vey hud bes bin lira cez -y1 nakdiyyenin te’diyesine muhayyer
olarak mahk m edil p teb’dden tahls-i girb n i¢ n meblag-1 mezk r bes bin liray1
te'diye etmisdir. O vakitden bi'l-i'tib r merkez-i vil yet ve kaz larda Ermenilerin
M sl manlar aleyhinde m zevvir da‘'v larimm1 r ’yet etmek zre birer heyet-i hak me
tesk 1ile M sl manlarin mallarimi cebren alup Ermenilere verdikleri gibi ittihadc1 olmak
vey hud Hiristiyanlara k ‘-1 zarar etmis olmak bah neleriyle ash b-1 n musdan olan
bircok M sl manlari birer birer mahbese ilk ile aylarca habsde bulundurdukdan sonra
pey-der-pey mintika h ricine teb' d etdiler. Mintika h ricine teb’ d keyfiyeti nisv na dahi
tesm 1 edil p Kozan liv sinda zevcleri Ermeni tehlikesine ma‘’r z bulunduklarina bin ‘en
Konya'ya fir r edenlerin otuzdan ib ret ‘’ileleri de Konya Vil yetine teb‘'d edildi. Ve
bunlar miy ninda Kozan liv s1 m ft sinin ker mesi de d hil idi. Tabi'dir ki d °leri
muktez -y1diy net olarak bu gibi icr tlarinda derh 1 sif hen ve tahr ren vaz fe-i sef ‘ati
f ederdim. Ve ba‘zen sef ‘atim c¢ bina iktir n ediyordu. Ez-an ¢ mle Kozan'dan teb‘d
edilen ‘ileler ile Cebel-i Bereket liv sindan teb‘d edilen Hasan Fehmi ve Hasan Far s
ves ’‘ir r fek larmm afvlarni istihs 1 ile memleketlerine avdetlerini ve Adana, Ceyhan ve
Erzin ah 1sinden birka¢ z tin mahbesden tahl slerini te'm n etdim. Ancak bu gibi
tesebb s t-1m smirem icr olunan mez lime nisbeten 1 -sey kab linden idi. Nih yet iki
m h mukaddem G vurdaginda sekiz on kisiden m rekkeb bir M sl man eskiyy cetesi
zuh r etdi. C lib-i nazar-1 dikkatdir ki, ¢etenin bid yet-i zuh rundan nih yetine kadar
Cebel-i Bereket liv s1 "guvert r " M sy Andre bu gete ile d 'im temasda bulunup
cetenin meslek-i sek vetk r nesini tesv k etdigi m tev tiren s ylenmekde idi. Nih yet
cete alt1 yedi y z nefere b lig oldu. Ve siy s bir m hiyeti h ’iz bulunmadigma bin ’en
d 'im T rk karyelerini nehb g ret ediyordu. Cetenin esn -y1 fa‘' liyyetinde Fransizlar
ehemmiyet ve net ceden r bir s retde ta’k b t yapiyorlardi. Y z elli neferden m rekkep
cetenin bir kism1 Adana'ya d rt s ‘at mes fede bulunan Seyh Murad karyesine tes d f
eder. Karye Ermeni ile mesk n bulundugundan eskiyy Ermenilerin muk vemetine
maT z kalmagla bil-m s deme ikisi kadin olmak zre dokuz Ermeni makt 1 d ser.
Karye-i mezk reden bir Ermeni kadini sehre az metle sehir d hilinde bagirup
mukaddes t-1 sl miyyeyi sebbederek Ermeni kul b ne gider. Bu s retle Ermeniler
heyec na gelir. Carsuda M sl manlara h ¢ m ederler. D rt M sl mam katl ve beg
M sl mam cerh ederler. Kuvve-i zabita ve ngiliz askerinin m d halesiyle Ermenilerin
g yesi bulunan M sl manlan katli’ m keyfiyeti akm kaldi. O g nden i‘tib ren
Fransizlar id re-i m dhigelerine yeni bir germ verdiler. Ermenilerin mu‘t d olan ahb r-1
k zibeleri zerine eskiyy ile m n sebetd rdir diyerek bir ¢ok M sl manlar1 tevk f
etdiler. Ve Ermenileri teslh ile z hiren eskiy ta‘’k bine ve hak katen M sl man
karyelerinin tahr bine g nderdiler. Derh 1 d °‘leriyle ulem ve esr fdan bir hey'et Bas
Administrat r Bremon ile m 1 kat talebinde bulunduk. Mak m-1 vil yetde hey’etimizi
kab 1 ile Ermeni cetesinin eskiyy ta'k bine g nderilmesi ad lete muv fik bir net ce
vermeyeceginden bahsederek cetenin geriye cagirilmasi ric sinda bulunduk. Cete
Fransiz z bitinin taht-1 kumandasmnda bulundugu ve higbir vuk ‘ ta meyd n
verilmeyecegini bey n ile tekl fimizi reddetti. Ertesi g n Ermeni ¢etesi nepli (?) Kayirh
ve Arabk y karyelerini basmig, ah 1 nin mallarim1 yagma ve bir ¢ok kimseleri siddetli bir
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s retde darb ile tarlalarda tes d f etdikleri ciftcileri katlettiklerini ve nepli (?) karyesi
esr findan Mustafa oglu Ali Aga n minda n muslu bir z t1 eskyy dandir diyerek elleri
kelepgeli oldugu halde Ermeniler tarafindan sehre getirilirken liva Mutasarrifi Norman
sehrin ken rinda bunlara tes d f eder. Bu adam kimdir (?) diye getiren Ermenilere s * 1
etmesiyle eskiy dandir cev bini alinca derh 1 kursuna dizilmesini emreyler ve akabinde
m m -ileyhin kursuna dizildigini haber aldik. Bin ’en-aleyh derh 1 keyfiyeti tahr ren
ngiliz baskumandanina protesto etmekle tahr ren dahi bas administrat re istik da
bulundum. Bunun cev binda Norman'm m hr yle memh r tehd d- miz bir mekt b
aldim: "Eskiy y1 kursunla katleden bi'z-z t benim ve b t n kab hatli olanlar1 b yle
yapacagim" ¢ mleleri muharrer idi. Bu mekt bdan haber alan ngiliz istihb r t su‘besi
mekt bu aldilar ve Ceneral Allenby'e g nderdiklerini s ylediler. Ve bu vak'adan bir g n
sonra sehirde muk m ve Arabk y karyesinde ciftlik s hibi bulunan Duran Ali n minda
bir z t Seyh Murad karyesi h disesi g n eskiy miy nminda bulunduguna d ’ir bir
Ermeni karisinin ihb r-1 k zibine bin ‘en tevk f edildi ve o g n kursuna dizilmesi
mukarrer oldugu haber alindi. D ‘leri bas administrat re bir tezkire ile m m -ileyh
Duran Ali ash b-1 n musdan olup eskiy ile m n sebeti olmayacagindan bagska Seyh
Murad karyesinin h disesi g n olan persembe ¢ n sabahdan aksama kadar Adana'da
bulunup h rice gitmedigi ve bir hayli M sl manm seh detinden m ‘ad Ermenilerden
falan falan esh s seh detiyle de s bit olacagmma bin ’en serbest birakilmasi ric sida
bulundum. O g n aksam namazindan sonra polis m fettisi olan bir Fransiz z biti
fak rh nemin kapusuna otomobil ile geldi. H k mete Norman'in mak mina gitmek zre
otomobile r k bumu teklf etdi. Bu da ihtir m seklinde d ‘lerini tehd d i¢ n idi.
Norman'm mak mia vardigimda tezkirede isimlerini yazdigim s hidleri huz rumda
istim ‘° arz sunda bulundugunu bey n etdi. Seh detleri Duran Ali lehinde tez h r
etmekle s h dun tevk flerini emr verdi. Ermeni bulunan s hidler Duran Ali ile tem sda
bulunduklar1 g n persembe g¢ n olmayup carsamba g n oldugu simdi h tirimiza
geldi demek s retiyle if delerini degisdirdiklerinden serbest kaldilar. M sl manlar ise
if delerinde seb t etmekle el- n da mahbesde bulunmakdadirlar. Ertesi ¢ n  Duran Ali
kursuna dizilmek s retiyle k file-i s hed ya iltihak etdi. O g n esr fdan zzet Efendi
n minda bir z t ¢iftliginde bulundugu bir sirada eskiy ablukada iken onlara fir r
yolunu g stermesi t hmetiyle i'd ma mahk m edil p kursuna dizilmek zre meyd n-1
siy sete g nderilmesi i¢ n arabaya bindirilmis oldugu h lde ran K r-perd z1 smail saf
H n'in tesebb s ve iltim siyla i'd m1 on bin lira cez -y1 nakd ye tahv 1 edilmis ve m m -
ileyh zzet Efendi'nin meblag-1 mezk ru ted rikden ciz kaldigina bin ‘en m s r n-ileyh
k r-perd zin iltim s t-1 m kerreresiyle meblag-1 mezk r ¢ bin bes y z liraya tenzl
edilmis ve zzet Efendi ¢ bin bes y z liray1 te'diye etmek s retiyle hay tini tahl s ile
serbest birakilmigdi. Kursuna dizmek keyfiyeti esh s-1 ma’r zaya m nhasir olmayup on
bes g¢ n zarfinda har kaz lardan ve k ylerden getirilen M sl manlardan eskiy ser ki
diye yevmiye d rt bes M sl manin kursuna dizildigi m s hede ediliyordu ve ta’kb t
cetesi olan Ermeniler tarafindan dahi bir hayli M sl man itl f edildigi muhakkakdir.
Ancak M sl manlar tesk1 tdan mahr m bulunduklarina bin ’‘en itl f edilenlerin aded
ve h viyetleri ta'y n edilememisdir. Fransizlar isbu icr t-1 mar zalariyla Adana'yl
isg llerinden beri Ermeniler tarafindan her gece hafiyyen birer ikiser M sl man
katledildigi ve cin yetler bazen ma’l m bulundugu ve ves ’it-i inzib tiyye Fransizlarmn
elinde bulundugu h lde c n leri ta'k b ve tecziye etmediklerinden M sl manlarin imh s1
aks -y1 emelleri oldugu b riz bir s retde anlasilmakdadir. Fransizlarn me'm r n-i
d niyyeye ve diy net-i sl miyyeye karsi rev g rd kleri ih net-k r ne icr tlarma
gelince yedi m h mukaddem D rtyol kaz s1 m ft sini taht-1 tevk fe aldilar. Tesebb s t-1
d ‘iy nemle serbest birakilmis ise de derh 1 Osmaniye'ye teb’d edilmis ve bu s retle
kaz -y1 mezk r yedi m hdan beri m ft siz kalmigdir. Ba’deh Bagce kaz s1 m derrisi
Mehmed S lim Efendi d nini ve milliyetini menfa‘atine fed etmis bir z t olmal ki
Fransizlarm m line m m s t-k r zanneyledigi cihetle ¢ m h mukaddem Bas
Administrat r Bremon'dan mak m-1d ‘iy neme bir tezkire geldi. Bagce M ft si Mehmed
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Emin Efendi'nin derh 1 azliyle yerine Mehmed S lim Efendi'nin ta‘’y nini musirran taleb
ediyordu. D ‘leri m ftlerin azl ve nasbi munhasiran Mak m-1 Mes hat-pen hye ‘id
olmagla Mes hat-1 Cel le sebeb-i azli muhakkak g rmezse azletmez. Bin ’en-aleyh bu azl
ve nasb imk n d hilinde degildir diye cev b yazdim ve akabinde M ft Mehmed Emin
Efendi ma‘z len Osmaniye'ye teb'd ve yerine S lim Efendi ta‘'yn edildi. Ve derh 1
m ftlik imz siyla mak m-1d ‘ly nemle muh ber t-1 resmiyyeye ibtid r etdi. Tab ‘ dir ki
d ‘leri cev b vermedim. ste bu s retle ma‘a'l-esef mem lik-i sl miyye'de ulem -y1
sl miyye'den bir z t Fransiz m ftligini kab 1 etdigi ilk defa sahfe-i t r himize
gececekdir. M te’ kiben Amerika hey’etinin v r dundan bir hafta mukaddem Fransiz
him yesinin talebine d ’ir bir kit'a mahzar1 d ’lerine ir e ile temh rini tekl f etdiler.
Tab * dir ki kem 1-i sal betle tekl f-i v ki1 reddetdigimden Fransizlar d ‘lerine mugberr
oldular. Amerika hey’eti muv cehesinde sif hen ve tahr ren verdigimiz cev b-1 vatan-
perver ne dahi Fransizlarin d ‘lerine olan igbir rim tezy d etdi. O swrada Yafah
Ermeniler tarafindan h k met d ’iresinde katlolunan Kem 1 Bey'in taht-1 id resinde ve
a'’z -y1 ulem ’-i sl miyyeden Trablussamli Adana Evkaf M dri Sefik Efendi ile Adana
T rklerinden defterd r mu' vini Hamdi Bey ve ¢ Ermeniden ib ret Fransiz ikinci
istihb r t su'besi tarafindan d ‘lerinin sal bet-i d niyye ve vatan-perverli§imden bahs
ile Adana'da Fransiz n f zunun tekarr r ne m ni’ olduguma d ’ir basg administrat re
bir rapor verildigine ngiliz stihb r t Su‘besinden haber aldim. M te‘akiben bas
administrat r teb’ dim i¢ n Ceneral Allenby'e m kerreren yazmis ise de d 'im cev b-1
redd almigdir. Hayli yek n teskl eden bu b bdaki evr ki ngilizlerde g rd m. Son
zamanda ngilizlerin Adana'dan r bitayr kat' etmeleri ile m stakill r-re’y kalan bag
administrat r teb’ dimi tasm m etmis ise de ah 1nin m r ca'ati zerine ran K r-perd z1
smail saf H n'in iltim siyla matr diyetim me’z niyete tahvl edilmis ve v 1 vekli
v sitasiyla Mak m-1 Mes hat-pen hden me’z niyetim istihs 1 edildigine bin ’en
Dersa’ det'e hareket etdim. Birka¢c m h mukaddem bas administrat r muhtediye
‘ilelerinin Fransiz me'm rlarma 1 z m-1 tesl mine d ’ir bir kar rn me nesretdi. Bu
kar rn me m cebince muhtediyeler bir hafta m ddetle bir Hiristiyan h nesine tesl m
edil p ba‘deh Fransiz me'm rlarinin huz runda vicd nlarmma m r ca‘at edilecekdi.
M sl man kalmak isteyenler serbest birakilacakdi. Bunun zerine M sl manlar ile
m te’ehhile bulunan muhtediye kadinlar kile ve b lige olduklar1 ve M sl manlardan
evl d s hibi bulunduklar1 h lde Ermeni polisler tarafindan M sl man h nelerine bi'd-
duh 1 cebren aglayarak Ermeni Murahhash nesine g t r 1 yordu. Ermeni
Murahhash nesine g nderilen muhtediye ‘ilelerin h k mete celbi ic n d ‘leri
tesebb sde bulundum. Polis ile ber ber bir Fransiz 2z biti muhtediyeleri
murahhash neden almak zre gitmis ise de murahhash ne tesl mden imtin * etdi.
Bin ’en-aleyh d ‘leri kar rn me-i mezk run net yici cebren bir M sl mani1 Hiristiyan
yapmakla mu' dil bulundugundan ve hi¢ bir devletin k n nuna tev fuk etmediginden
bahsle kar rn menin ilg s taleb etdim. Bas administrat r kar rn me m -fevk emriyle
nesredildigi cihetle ilg s1 k bil olamayacag1 ve ancak ba‘de-m muhtediyeler b -taraf bir
Hiristiyan h nesine g nderilecegini ve d ‘leri h zir oldugum h lde if deleri alinacagmi
yaziyordu. Bu s retle bir kisim muhtediyeler istird d edilmis ise de bir kism cebren
m rtedd edildi. Bu esn da ana ve babas1 olmayan bir hayli M sl man cocuklar dahi
M sl manlarin elinden alinmis ise de tesebb s t-1 d ‘iy nemle kism-1 a’zami istird d
edildi ve bir kismu Ermenilerin elinde kaldi. Adana'da Ermenilerin mukaddes t-1
sl miyyeyi sebbetmeleri k ‘ide h km ne girmis idi. Bunun men‘i i¢ n sif hen ve
tahr ren hayli tesebb s tda bulunmus isem de bir net ce vermedi. Hatt Yumurtalik
kaz smin Kurtkulag! karyesinde alt1 yedi m hdan beri Ermeni askerleri ezan okumay1
men' etdiklerini Bremon'a ah 1 nin sik yeti zerine tahr ren bildirdim. Fa‘illerini siddetle
tecziye edecegini yaziyordu. Fakat bir net ce vermedi. Fransizlar Adana'ya gelmeleriyle
siy setle al kasi olmayan ve abone ash bina gelen Sebl ’r-res d, Habl l-metn ve
Cer de-i S fiyye gibi cer id-i d niyyeyi ve hatt Mes hat-1 Cel le'nin cer de-i resmiyyesi
olan Cer de-i lmiyyeyi m s dere ediyorlardi. Fransizlar d n ve me'm r n-i d niyyeye
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Armenians kill Muslim travelers and attack Muslim women near

Hagin.

Armenians killed some Muslim travelers from villages near
Hacin and kidnapped their wives; Armenians dressed in French
uniforms savagely Kkilled three villagers who were on their way
to Antep. In the township of Magara they assaulted, abducted,
and raped almost all the Muslim women. Since the French has
disarmed the Muslims, they are exposed to Armenian attacks
without ability to defend themselves. Muslims living in Maras
and Elbistan, however, are determined to get ready and be
prepared to defend themselves. 9 Rebi II 1338 (1 January
1920).12

Turkish local notables demand that French stop the atrocities

perpetrated against Muslims by Armenians serving in the French
Army.

In a meeting held between a French major appointed to care for
the civil and administrative supervision of Maras, the
commandant of the Eastern Province, French General Kert and
the notables and ulema (Muslim doctors of law and interpreters
of the Qur’an) of the region, it has been agreed that in order to
restore peace and order, the attacks against Muslim villages

12

karsu s lif ’l-arz icr tlarindan me' liyy t-1 sl miyyenin inkis fina m ni' olmak
fikrinde bulunduklar1 ve belki men bi-i sl miyye'nin kurutulmasi 1 z muna k ni’
bulunduklar1 v zihan anlasildig1 arzolunur. Ol b bda.

Aslina mutabikdir

BOA. HR. SYS. 2543- 6/22, 23 Based on the following report from the Third Army
Corps:

Swvas’da: ¢ nc Kolordu'dan Harbiye Nez ret-i Cel lesine mevr d f 27/28 K n n-1
Evvel [1]1335 t r h ve 1497 numaral: sifre s retidir.

1- Az ziye v sitasiyla Hagin kaz s1d hilinden alinan ma‘’l m ta g re Az ziye'den s r‘atle
ma’l m t ahz1 i¢ n Hacin'den Sivas ve Adana vil yeti hud dlar1 zerinde bulunan Sab
karyesine kadar telgraf temd d ve merkez k s d edilmis oldugu Hacin M sl manlarmimn
sil hlanmas1 hakkinda Kozan Jandarma Kumandani Ali S ’ib Bey'in tertb t-1
mahrem nesini H k¢e Takim Kumandami Magara n hiyesine merb t EEMH(?) ve
muht r m bi't-tazy k iskence ile i'tir f etdirdigi ve Ermenilerin bir ka¢ ¢ n mukaddem
Sa‘’d b t n hiyesi PSNDN [Pasin'den] bir muh ciri ¢ r k (?) n m mahalde katl ve
Karakilise karyesinden Hacin'e giden sekiz on m slim i¢inden bir kadini cebren zevcinin
yanindan alarak daga g t rd kleri ve el-yevm yanlarinda bulundurduklar1 Magara
n hiyesinde M sl man kadmlarinmn hem n k ffesinin n m suna cebren ta‘arruz
edilmekde oldugu ve evvelce sl mlar yedindeki esliha Ermeniler tarafindan alindigindan
Ermenilerden her zam n tec v ze ma‘’r z bulunduklar1 ve Sariz'dan birkag kisi itl f ile
efk 11 tedh s emeliyle gecende 19/12/[13]35 Az ziye hud duna da d hil olmuslarsa da
bir ¢ r-yek s ‘atde her hedefde seksene kar b Kuva-y1 Milliyye yetismekle HEZBEB (?)
cekildikleri ve Kuva-y1 MLFKFHDN [Milliyye'den] korkduklar: bildirildigi m ‘r zdur.

F 27/28 K n n-1Evvel sene [1]335
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must stop and Armenians dressed in French uniforms who
have killed Muslims must be discharged from the French Army.
Otherwise, it is clear that the atrocities perpetrated against
Muslim villages will intensify, more blood will be shed and the
French will be held responsible.

1 Cemazil 1338 (22 January 1920)13

French and Armenians bombard Maras.

A telegram sent by the Governor’s office of Maras states that
the French together with Armenians opened machine gun fire
on and bombarded Muslims from churches, where they took up
their positions. There were many casualties among the Muslims
and fires broke out in the city. 8 Cemazi I. 1338 (29 January
1920)

13

BOA HR. SYS. 2544.
Based on the following report from Sivas:
Erk n-1 Harbiyye-i Um miyye D ’iresi
Sivas'dan: Harbiye Nez retine
Mar‘as Mutasarrifligl vek letinin vak'adan evvel kolorduya kes de etmek zre g nderdigi
sifre s reten aynen z rde mar zdur.
F 22K n n-1S n sene[13]36 ¢ nc Kolordu Kumandani Sel haddin
Zeylf 20K n n-1S n sene [1]336
Um r-1 m lkiyye ve b t n dev ’iri kontrol etmek zre Ey let-i Sarkiyye Kumandam
Ceneral Keret tarafindan ta'y n kilindigimi arzetdigim Binbag1 Kasrabi (?) bug n kable'z-
zuhr h k mete gelerek bu hus sda kendilerine ves y icr s1i¢ n daha evvel celb ve
ihz r edilmis olan ulem ve esr f-1 mahalliyye h k mete istir kden maksad buraya
gelmek bir arada olmayup ancak s yis ve intiz m1 muh faza ve te'm nden ib ret olacag:
ve Mar’agh baska bir tarzda id re edecegini ve ceneralin de bu hus sda ev mir-i
kat'iyyesi olup ma‘a-h z bunda m cib-i havf hir s bir cihet olmadigini dermiy nla
celb-i meyillerine calismis ise de h zir n1 m m -ileyhim s yisin temni sl m
k ylerine tec v z ve ah 1-i sl miyyeyi katleden Fransiz askeri kisvesinde ve kita‘ t
icerisindeki Ermenilerin def ve ihr ciyla m mk n ve bunlarin b k oldukca k yl lerin
env ‘-1 fel kete mar z kalacagi bedh olacagi ve sulh netcesine kadar burada
ngilizlerin tatb k etdikleri vaz'iyyetden bagka bir id re ve m d hale kab 1
etmeyeceklerini ve aksi h lde kan d k lecegi cihetle bunun da mes’ liyeti Fransizlara
‘id olacagr s ret-i m n sibe ve katiyyede m ttefikan bey n ve if de etdiler. Bin -ber n
binbasi-i m m -ileyh h zir nun ellerini sikarak ceneral ile g r smek zre kar rg ha
az met ve aksama kadar bir daha avdet etmedigi ve ma‘'a-h z bu b bda iktiz eden
ted br-isiy siyyede kus r olmadigi ma‘’r zdur.
BOA. HR. SYS. 2544- 4/7 B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Emniyet-i Um miyye M d riyeti
Mar‘as mutasarrif vek li tarafindan Maksudlu merkezinden cekilen 29 K n n-1 S n
[13]136 t r hli telgrafn menin s retidir.
Bug n Fransuizlar kisla ve sehre iki ¢ nevbet top ve mitraly z ve bomba ates etdi.
Mukaddem Ermeni askeri ve m himm t-1 harbiyye tech z etmis olduklar1 Katolik ve
Ermeni kilisesinden nuk t-1 h kimeden sl mlar zerine m tem diyen mitraly z ve
bombalar atildi, mu‘azzam bin lar yikildi, yangin zuh r etdi, bircok M sl manin r hu
erv h-1 s hed ya katildi, vaz'iyyetde tebedd 1 olmadi. M d faa-i Huk k-1 Milliyye
Cem'iyyeti bug n de top ve mitraly z isti'm I etmedi.
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Atrocities committed by Armenians and French soldiers against

Muslims in the areas of Antep, Maras and Adana.

A French detachment of a hundred and fifty soldiers, including
Armenians, entered the village of B y karablar in area of
Antep, breaking down the doors of houses, dishonoring women,
and looting goods. In reaction, the Muslim villagers fled into the
mountains. As they returned to their houses in the morning
the detachment fired on them with machine guns. In Marasg
Armenians joined the French soldiers in slaughtering the
population, which unable to leave, remained in the city as it
was destroyed by the detachment’s artillery. In addition many
people who attempted to bring help to Maras were barred by
French cannons and machine guns fire from entering the city.
The situation in Adana and neighboring villages became
unbearable for the Muslims, many of whose villages were
burned. Armenian villagers were armed and sent to attack
Muslims. The horrors perpetrated in Maras aroused great
indignation and the Muslim population staged large
demonstrations demanding that such incidents be brought to
an end. (1 February 1920)'5

Aslma mut bikdir.

Mhr

BOA. BEO. Siyas 345945 Based on the following dossier of reports:

B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Kalem-i Mahs s, 8964/66

Huz r-1S m -i Hazret-i Sad ret-pen hiye

Ma‘r z-1¢ ker-i kem neleridir

31 Kan n-1S ni[1]336t r hli ve 8961 numaralu tezkire-i ¢ ker neme zeyldir. Mar‘as'da
ahren vuk ‘a gelen fec yi'den dolayr ah lnin galey na gelerek h k met ve beled
d ‘ireleri n nde bir ictim ‘ akd ile bu h le bir an evvel nih yet verilmesini taleb
etdikleri ve cev b v r duna kadar dagilmayacaklarini musiurran if de etdikleri Amasya
Mutasarrifigi'ndan bildirildigi gibi Sivas Vil yeti'nden alman telgrafn mede de heyec n
icinde bulunduklar1 anlasilan Amasya halkiyla Sivas ah 1sine h k met-i merkeziyyece
tesebb s t-11 zimede bulunuldugu yolunda tahr ren ve sif hen te'm n t-1 kaviyye i't
edilmis ise de tesebb s t-1v kranmn s r-1fi'liyyesi g¢ r Imedikce ve Mar‘as mez liminin
durdurulduguna ve o hav ldeki kuvve-i isg liyyenin cekilip gittigine d ’ir ma’l m t-1
resmiyye alinmadikca dind slarmi kurtarmak y h d Ilmek icin oraya gitmek azminden
kat'iyyen fer gat edemeyeceklerini ve bunun icin de nih yet bes g n kadar intiz r
edeceklerini if de etdikleri Ayntab'dan kolordu kumandanhgina gelen telgrafn mede ise
Mar‘as ve hav 1sinde Fransizlarm v r duyla baslayan fec yi‘in durmasi ve her t rl
fen hklarm n n n alinabilmesi icin kuvve-i askeriyye i’z mi1 taleb olundugu anlagildig:
bey niyla g nden g ne kesb-i ciddiyet ve veh met etmekde olan su ahv le karsi ted b r-
i cleittih z olunmagla beraber met lib-i mesr ‘ada bulunmakda olan ah I nin tatm n-i
kul bu igin tesebb s t-1 v ki‘a net cesinden ma’l mat i't s1 is' r ve o hav 1deki isg 1
kuvvetinin s ’-i id re ve efk r-1istl -c y nesinden ve istihd m olunan g n 11 Ermeni
efr dimin ah 1-i sl miyyeye kars1 g sterdikleri mu' mel t-1 intik m-c y neden n s bir
m ddetden beri Mar‘as'da sokak muh rebeleri h linde muh sem tin dev m etmekde ve
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top ve mitraly zlerle sehrin bazi mahalleri d § lmekde ve bu 'y zden b -g n h olan bir
takim nisv n ve siby min telef olmakda bulundugu istihb r kiinmakda olmasindan
dolayr ah l1nin heyec n iginde bulunduklar1 da Ayntab Mutasarriflifindan baskaca
izb r kihlmmis ve Trakya Pagsaeli M d fa'a-i Huk k-1 Milliye Cem'‘iyyeti Hey'et-i
Merkeziyyesi'nden gelen telgrafn mede de Mar‘as'daki mez lim ve kit lin derh 1men‘iyle
m sebbiblerinin cez landirlmasi1 1 z mu ric edilmisdir. s$' r t1 v ki'aya nazaran
Mar‘as f ciasmmmn ah 1-i sl miyye zerinde pek derin bir hiss-i infi' 1 tevld etdigi
anlasiip her ne kadar h k metce tesebb s t-1 1 zime icr edilmekde bulundugu
yolunda c¢ b eden vil y t ve elviyeye te'm n t-1 mukteziyye it olunmakda ise de f ci‘a-i
mezk renin m ddet-i kal le zarfinda n ne gecilmez ise dahab y k fen liklarin zuh ru
pek muhtemel oldugundan s me-i medeniyet ve ins niyetle gayr-i k bil-i te’lf olan su
ahv I-i mezk reye bir an evvel nih yet verilmesi esb binin te'm ni s ret-i mahs sada
temenn olunur. Keyfiyet H riciye Nez ret-i Cel lesime de yazilmisdir. Ol b bda emr
ferm n hazret-i veliyy 'l emrindir.

F 10 Cem ziye'l-Evvel sene [1]338 ve F 1 Subat sene [1]336

D hiliye N zin

Bende Mehmed Serif

Erk n-1 Harbiyye-i Um miyye D ‘iresi, Sube: 1

S ret Diyarbakir'dan Harbiye Nez retine mevr d sifrenin hallidir.

Ayntab civ rindaki B y karablar k y vak‘as1 hakkinda Ayntab kaleminin raporu ber
vech-i t dir:

1. Sak¢ak z 'me m teveccihen sehr-i h lin on ikisinde Ayntab'dan hareket eden piy de
bir takim s v ri ve d rt cebel topuyla alt1 makineli t fengden m rekkeb olan y z elli
kisilik bir Fransiz m frezesi 12/13 gecesi s ‘at yedide B y karablar k y ne v sil olup
gerek Fransiz ve gerekse bu m frezedeki Ermeniler evlerin kapilarim kirarak mal ve irza
tasalluta baslaymca k yl ler civ r k ylere ve daglara iltic ya mecb r sab hleyin
m freze yoluna dev m ederek k y nih yeti k yden bir kilometre kadar acildikdan sonra
k ylerine avdet etmekde olan ah 1 zerine makineli t feng atesi edilerek k yl lerden bir
makt | iki mecr h olmusdur. Ayntab mutasarrifinin riy setinde ve Fransizlardan iki
y zbasmin ref katiyle yapilan tahk k tda bu hus s s bit olmusdur. M frezenin yollarda
m s demeye tutusdugu ve bir cok z yi' tla Sakcak z 'me vardigr haber alinmissa da
hen z iyice mes’ele anlasilamamisdir.

2. Bu mes’ele zerine Kilis'deki Senegalli taburunun ¢ b 1 § Ayntab'a ve L gion
d'Orient B 1 g de Fatma'ya [Fatmali] gitmisdir. Bu b 1 § n Islahiye tar kiyla
Sakcak z 'me gitmesi muhtemeldir. Kez Fatmallil'dan bir taburla d rt toplu bir sahra
bataryast1 Ayntab'a gelmisdir. Fransizlarm Sakcak z 'nde kuvvet toplayarak
B y karablar civ rindaki kur y1 te’d b edeceklerine ihtim 1 verilmekde bulundugu
maT zdur. Harek t 123/112 Harbiye Nez retime m c vir kolordulara arz edilmisdir.

F 22K n n-1S n sene[1]336 On ¢ nc Kolordu Kumandani, Ahmed Cevdet

Erk n-1Harbiyye-i Um miyye D ‘iresi S ret Konya'dan: Harbiye Nez retine

1- 21/K n n-1 S n /[13]36 t r hinden beri Mar‘as'da Fransiz ve Ermenilerin sl mlara
kars1 fec * kitaller icr etmekde olduklar1 haber alimiyor. C mi‘a-i Osm niyye'den
ayrilmamak ic n m c dele eden ve esliha ve cebh ne'den mahr m bulunan ah 1 kadin,
aceze ve cocuklarin Fransiz ve Ermeniler tarafindan mebz 1 ves ’it-i harbiyye ile imh
edilmesinin men‘i esb binn istikm 1 buyurulmasi.

2- Mar'as kit li Adana ves ’ir hav liye sir yet eylemek zeredir. Nefs-i Adana'daki
tazy k t tahamm 1 edilemez bir h 1 almisdir. Islahiye ve civ rinda Ceceli, Sarilar,
Karalar n m k ylerin yanmakda oldugu bu k ylerin mev s ve esy smm Osmaniye'ye
getirilerek bi'l-m z yede satildigl, Hasanbeyli'de ve o hav 1deki b t n Ermeni k ylerinin
teslh edilerek M sl manlar zerine saldirildigr ve h tir ve hay le gelmeyen zulm
te‘'add ler yapilmakda oldugu ah ren Adana'dan haber alinmigdir.
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Massacre perpetrated by Armenians against Muslim population

in Kozan and Felke.

According to information received from more than five-hundred
emigrants who fled to Develi the destiny of the notables and
ulemas (Muslim interpreters and doctors of law) taken away
from Kozan by Armenians remain unknown, the Muslim
population having the throats slit on the streets; many Muslim
women had been raped and Feke besieged; the massacre
planned by Armenians has been already carried out in Maras;
urgent measures should be taken to stop the massacre.

12 C. 1338 (3 March 1920)'¢

16

3- Mar‘ag'a t bi' ve Adana hav 1 sinde sl mlara kars:i dev m eden kit 1 hasebiyle efk r-1
ah 1 galey nda olup h k met-i merkeziyyenin tesebb s t-1 cilesine intiz r edilmekde
oldugu mar zdur.

4- Nez ret-i cel leye ve kolordulara yazilmigdir.

F 26-27/K n n-1S n /[13]36, 12. K. [Kolordu] Kumandani1 Fahreddin

Sivas'dan: Harbiye Nez retine

1- Kolordu mintikasinda yeniden s y n-1arz bir h dise olmamigdir.

2- Mar‘ag'dan Elbistan'a gelen 25-26/1/[13]36 t r hli rapor h 1 saten ber vech-i t
tahk k edilmektedir:

Mar‘ag'daki m s demeyi veya yangmlari isiden ve g ren etr fah 1-i M slimesi Mar‘as'a
takarr blerinde top ve mitraly z atesleriyle karsilandiklar i¢in kasabaya girememisler
ise de Mar‘ags® muh sara etmislerdir. Pazarcik tarafindan gelenler kasabanm sim li,
Bertiz hav 1 sinden gelenlerde sim 1 ve garb cihetlerini kusatmislardir. Muh sirn ve
mahs r nin kuvve-i ma‘neviyeleri fevka‘l- dedir. Aralarinda muh bere te'm n edilmisdir.
24/1/[13]136'da Beloglu tar kiyla ve 150 Fransiz neferi muh fazasimnda Islahiye'den
g nderilen cebh ne ve m himm t y kl 12 arabanin yolda zabt edilmis ve
muh fizlarmin kollar1 baglanarak geriye d nd r 1d § ve ah lye ta‘arruz ve atesle
mukabele edenlerin itl f edildigi bildirilmisdir. Mar‘as etr finda tens k ve um mi bir
h ¢ ma hazirlanmakda olan Kuv -y1 Milliyye evvel-emirde beyh de kan d k lmemesi
icin kuvve-i isg liyye kumandanmna m hletli bir protesto g ndermigler ve cev ba
intiz rda bulunmuslardir.

3- Muht c-1 tahk k olan bu rapora nazaran da civ r ah I nin baslarma aym kibet
gelecegi m 1 hazasiyla tam men galey na gelerek Mar‘as'daki kard slarim herci-b d-
b d kurtarmaga kosdugu ve bunun Ayntab ve Kilis gibi hav liye de sir yeti ve beyh de
kan akmasim mk ng r ld § maT zdur. Kolordulara yazilmigdir.

F 26 K n n-1S n sene [13]36 3. K. [Kolordu] Kumandan Sel haddin

BOA. HR. SYS. 2556- 2/25, 26

B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Emniyet-i Um miyye M d riyeti, Sube: s yis, Hus s: 300,
M him ve m sta‘celdir.

H riciye Nez ret-i Cel lesine

Kozan ah 1-i sl miyyesine kars1 k ° edilen ta'arruz tad ’ir.

Devletl efendim hazretleri

Kozan'da ulem ve esr fin Kkibeti mech 1 bir s retde celb olunmakda ve sl mlardan
ba‘zilarmm bogazlanmakda ve n m slarmma tec v z edilmekde oldugu ve Fekenin
Ermeniler tarafindan muh sara edildigi ve telgraf hatlarmin kesildigi ve sl mlar i¢ n
m retteb katli’* min tatb kine baslanildigi, istimd d i¢ n oraya hicret eden bes y z
kisinin if desinden anlasildig1 bey niyla ah 1-i mazl meninb sb t n mahvina meyd n
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In Maras Armenians in collaboration with occupying French

forces assaulted the population and committed massacres.

Part of the Armenians who were deported to other areas began
to return to Maras once the Mondros Armistice was signed. At
the same time many armed Armenians included among the
French detachments were inflicting all kinds of cruelties upon
Muslims, harassing women and forcing them to remove their
veils. Stored arms and ammunition were distributed to
Armenians and a Turkish detachment, which saw these acts,
was fired on. The French shot down a barber named kkes.
The Turkish flag hoisted over the citadel of Maras was lowered
and many persons were kKilled by Armenian collaborationists.
Under pretext of searching for arms they broke into houses and
mosques while inflicting tortures even on children; Muslims
carrying arms were sentenced to death. A letter sent by the
Maras section of the Society for the Defense of Rights called for
the necessary measures to be taken to stop these inhumane
acts.

27 Cemazi II. 1338 (18 March 1920) 7

kalmamak zre ted br-i ser ‘a ittih z ve icr s1 esb bmn istikm li istirh mma d ’ir
Adana ve Kozan esr findan olup Develi'de ik mete mecb r kaldiklarini bey n eden ba‘zi
zev t tarafindan cekilen 4 Mart sene [1]336 t r hli telgrafn menin s reti leffen takd m
kilmmis ve hak kat-i h 1 Adana Vil yetinden sorulmus olmagla son derece vah m bir
m hiyeti h ’iz bulunan tec v z t ve ta‘addiy t-1 mezk renin men‘i zimninda c b
edenler nezdinde tesebb s t-1 m ’‘essire ve ser‘a f ve netcesinin inb s1
m temenn dir. Ol b bda emr ferm n hazret-i men-leh 'l-emrindir.

F 11 Cum de'l- hire sene [1]338 ve D hiliye N zir1

F 3 Mart sene [1]336 Eb bekir H zim

B b-1 1, D hiliye Nez reti, Emniyet-i Um miyye M d riyeti

Mahreci: Develi, Telgrafn me S reti

Kozan'da wulem ve esr fin kibeti mech 1 olarak celb edildigi, sokaklarda
M sl manlarin ara sira bogazlandigl, n m sa tec v z gitdikce siddetini artdirdigy; Feke,
Ermeni ceteleri tarafindan muh sara edildigi, telgraf hatlarnin kesildigi, M sl manlar
i¢ n hazirlanmus katli' min tatb kine baglandigr buraya istimd d i¢ n akm eden bes
y z m tec viz M sl manlarm ciger-s z if delerinden anlasildigindan mazl m b -¢ re
M sl manlarim b sb t n mahvina meyd n verilmemek i¢ n ted b r-i ser ‘anm icr smi
son bir halec n ile arz eyleriz.

Da‘v vek li iken Everek'de i Adana Meclis-i Um m a‘z s1iken
k mete mecb r Kozanh el-yevin Everek'de ik mete mecb r
Mustafa Hasan
Kozan esr findan Kozan esr findan Feke esr findan
Hul si Halil rif Hikmet

BOA HR. SYS. 2544- 16/16, 17, 22. Erk n-1 Harbiyye-i Um miyye D ‘iresi, Sube: 2,
Numara: 1108
H riciye Nez ret-i Cel lesine
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Devletl efendim hazretleri

Mar‘as m s demesi baslamadan evvel Fransizlarla Ermeniler tarafindan ah 1-i
sl miyyeye kars1 yapilan harek ta d ’'ir Mar'as M d fa‘a-i Huk k Cem'iyyeti tarafindan
verii p ¢ nc Kolordu Kumandanhgi'ndan g nderilmis olan evr k s reti eskimis
olmagla ber ber, ber y-1 mal m t melf fen takd m kilmmisdir. Ol b bda emr ferm n
hazret-i men leh 'l-emrindir.

F 26 Cem ziye'l- hir sene [13]138 ve Harbiye N zir1

F 18 Mart sene [13]36 mza

Nakl-i s kk n mu’ melesine t bi’ tut[ullan Ermeniler akab-i m t rekede peyderpey
avdete baslamis ve haklarinda her d rI mu' venet icr edilerek huz r ve emniyet-i
um miyyeleri taht-1 te'm ne allmmus oldugu ve her ¢ ay sonra sger ’it-i m t reke
hil finda temn-i s yis bah nesiyle liv miza gelerek sekiz m h kadar kalan ngiliz
kuvve-i igg liyyesi bile vaz’- m z-i sik r nemize nazar-1 takd re alarak um r-1h k met
ve millete kat'iyyen m d hale eylememis olduklar:1 h lde kuvve-i mezk reyi istihl f eden
Fransiz kuvve-i isg liyyesi Fransiz formas: altinda gizledigi bir takim Ermeni cetelerini
ber berinde g t r p her d rl kav ‘id ve zev bit-i askeriyyeden v reste bir h lde carsu
ve sokaklarda gezmelerine ve b yle milletdaglarini Fransiz sifat-1 askeriyyesinde
g rmekle temn-i fir k eylemek isteyen fesedenin M sl manlarin hay tim1 renc de
edecek n m yislere tasadd eylemelerine ve hatt Ermeni efr dinin kavlen ve filen vuk *
bulan ta‘addiy t ve tec v z t-1n m s-siken ne ve t kat-g z r nesine ah 1-i sl miyye
tarafindan fevka'l-g ye sabr ve tahamm 1 g sterildigi ngilizler tarafindan da takdr
olunarak memleketden m f rekatlar1 sirasinda ngiliz kuvve-i igg liyye kumandaninin
esr f ve a'y n-1 memleketi nezdine da‘vetle in yet-i memn niyyet-k r ne bir tarzda
bey n-1ved ‘ ve Fransiz kuvve-i isg liyye kumandaninda imtiz c-1 ah lyi s lib-i esb b
karsisinda kalmamasma d ’ir izh r-1 temenniy t eyledigi bir zam nda Fransizlar hod-
k m neved r st neh llere dev m ile yoldan gecen kadinlarin pecelerini kaldirmak ve
iki sl m1 alenen seh d etmek ve bir tarafdan deppoyda bulunan esliha ve cebh ne ve
bombalar1 kendi devriyelerinin him yesi altinda Ermenilere tevz ‘-i nakliy tin1 tem n
etmek ve buna s hid olan Osmanl devriyesi zerine ates acarak polis me'm runu cerh
ve men -y1 (?) m slimden Berber kkes bizz t Fransiz irtib t z biti tarafindan
katledilmisdir. Deppoydaki eslihanin s ret-i tevz‘i Ayntab'dan gelen hey'et-i
tahk kiyyenin net ce-i tahk k tla ve merk m Berber kkes'in keyfiyet-i katli de z bit-i
m m -ileyhin iz miyla tahakkuk eylemisdir. Fransiz kuvve-i isg liyyesi Ermenileri
sl mlar aleyhinde teslh ve tesv kiyle ber ber bir tarafdan da an sir-1 Osmaniyyeyi
yekdigeri aleyhinde k ‘-1 cin y ta tertb ve igr ve bir takim menfa‘at-perest n — ve
seb k-magz ni de p re-i me'm riyyet va‘d ve itm ‘ryla beyne'l-an sir tuhm-1 fes d ve
nif k ekmek gibi hi¢ bir devlet-i mu‘azzamaya ve millet-i m temeddineye 1 yik
olmayacak s retde prensipler ta’kb ve bin-netce s yigsizligi ser-riste ittih ziyla
menviy t-1 gayr-i mak lesini tatbk ic n h k meti m d haleye tesadd edecegini
hisseden erb b-1 cem‘iyyet ve ash b-1 hasenenin teklf t ve temenniy tin1 reddetmesi
zerine Osmaniye'den getirdigi propogandacilar ile tesebb s t ile fery dlarmdan geri
kalmamis ve hatt memleketde nisbiyet-i (?) p y-i istla i¢ n fikr-i me' 1 s hibi olan
higbir devlet-i mu‘azzamaya yakismayacak s retle memleketi id re-i Osmaniyye'den nez'
edercesine tebe‘a-i Osmaniyye'den olan Ermeniler tarafindan cekilen Fransiz
bandirasiyla d ’ire-i h k mete girmek ve liv mizin Kilikya'ya ilh k ve Osmaniye liv siyla
birlikte Osmaniye Forforu (?) M sy Andre tarafindan id re ve her iki liv min Jandarma
Alay Kumandani Sidki Efendi n minda bir sahsa tevd‘ edildigini il n ve kal‘ada
Osmanli bandiras1 kes desine m s ‘ade edilmeyecegini ve h k mete kes de edilen
Osmanli bayragini da cebren indirmek zre bir z bit kumandasinda Ermeni efr di
h k mete sevkeyledikleri ve z bit teskl t1 icr siyla um m dev ’ir-i h k mete
me'm rlar ta'y n edecegi gibi bey n t ve icr ’ ta baglamislar ve kal'aya Osmanh bayrag:
kes desini de men’ etmiglerdir. Kuvve-i isg liyyenin bu siy set-i sak mesi y z nden
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An American naval officer working along the coasts in Syria
and Cilicia reported to Admiral Mark Bristol, commander of the
American fleet in the Eastern Mediterranean and American High
Commissioner in stanbul, that American missionaries were
playing an important role in the slaughter by spreading anti-
Muslim hatred stirring up the local Christians against their
Muslim neighbors and providing hiding places for the arms and
ammunition which was being used against the settled Turkish
population:

"Dr. Nichols I consider a very dangerous man who can do a
great deal of harm if given a free hand. He is a religious fanatic

vuk ‘ t ve h dis t-1 m ’essife ta’k b eylemekdedir. Ahren gelen Ceneral Keret dahi
liv mizin Kilikya'ya ilh k ve Fransiz id resinin te’s s edilecegini bey n ve resmen il n
eylemislerdir. Fransizlarin sl mlara kars1 g sterdikleri hus metden hayr n-y b olan
Ermeniler dahi k ‘-1 cin y tdan Fransizlara det s bika ediyorlar. M sl m nhkdan
baska bir kus ru olmayan b -¢ re bir hamm 1s ret-i fec ‘ada bogazlanmak ve kulaklar:
kesilmek s retiyle katledildi. Seyh mahallesi kahveh nesinde bulunan ah 1 zerine
Fransiz kisve-i askeriyyesini h ’iz birka¢c Ermeni anarsisi tarafindan bomba atilarak bir
sahsmm makt 1 ve d rt sahsmm agir s retde mecr h d smesine sebebiyet verildi.
[M ltec sirler ise Fransizlar tarafindan karakol ittih z edilen Kkiliseye girdiler. Fransizlar
Ermenilerin tahr k tiyla hod-be-hod ah 1-i sl miyyenin haremlerine kadar girerek
taharriy t icr ve Nak b (?) C mi‘inde bulunan iki cocugu tevk f ve iskence etmiglerdir.
Ve ma’ bide tec v zlerini tekr r eylemisdir. Odun g t rmek z[rle memleketden cikan
iki fukar M sl man, Fransiz kar rg hinin on dak ka mes fesinde s ng darbeleriyle
seh d edildi. Fir ren agus (?) giry n (?) ve ¢ na muvaffak ola[n] arkadaslar k tillerin
kigslaya girdiklerini, sahislarim1 ta’y n edeceklerini h k mete ihb r eylemeleri zerine
ber y-1 tahk k t Fransiz kar rg hma giden jandarma kumandaniyla polis komiseri
Ermeni neferleri tarafindan elf z-1 galza ile tahkr ve d sn m olunarak fil-i katlin
kendileri tarafindan k ° edildigi ihs s olundu. Hadd p y n olmayan 1 -yetesavvelr]
d ‘ire-i imk na cikamayan bu ta‘addiy t ve tec v z t elvermemisdir ki; Bu defa da
sl hiye tar ki zerinde eskiy ta'k bi ves le ittih ziyla h k mete ma‘l m t verilmeksizin
harek t-1 askeriyye icr sma kiy m ve Ceceli, G kpmar Serefoglu, Sekeroba, Fekser (?) ve
s 'ir karyeleri top atesiyle h k-i yeks n edildi. Memleket ah 1 sinin serbest -i hay tdan
mahr m birakmak ve gerek Ermenilerin ve gerek Fransiz n f zlarinin damarlarinda
dever n eden dim g-1 zabt ve kini tam muyla tefl ¢ edebilmek ve bi'n-net ce memleketin
pek elm ve ciger-s z fec yi'a sahne olmasmi te'mn eylemek maksadiyla bu kerre
Fransiz kumandanimmin nesreyledigi bey nn mede aksam alafranga s ‘at altidan sab h
alafranga s ‘at altiya kadar ah 1nin iglerine gitmeleri men‘ bu s retle nev'am bir id re-
i rfiyye il n ve zerlerinde sil h tasiyanlar dogrudan dogruya birer ¢ n addiyla i'd m
edilecegi bey n ve Wilson'un prensiplerinden ve Sulh Meclis-i 1sinin mukarrer t-1
dil nesinden kat-1 md etmeyen biz sl mlar haklarinda det bir siy set-i
imh k r ne tatbk ve ittih z edilmekdedir ki; bu hak kat Kilis'de nesr olunan
bey nn me m nderec tina da kesb-i s b t ve bed het eylemekdedir. Bin en-aleyh
Fransizlar gibi efk r-1 liyye ve imr r-1 yineye (?) tevecc hk r olan bir millet-i nec beye
degil akv m-1 vahsiyyeye bile 1 yik ve reddolmayan su tarz-1id reyi lem-i medeniyyet ve
ins niyyetin enz r-1ibtis rina vaz’' ve il nam s ra‘at ve mevlid ve medfenimiz olan h k-
i vatanm sil h-1 zulm i‘tis fla d k lecek kanlarla leked r edilmemesi ic n ¢ b eden
ted br-i ser ‘ave s ’irenin icr s temenn eyleriz.
11K n n-1S n sene[1]336 Mar'as M d fa‘a-i Huk k Cem'iyyeti Riy seti
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apparently, and anxious to have something sensational take
place between Turks and Americans, in order to influence
public opinion in the United States. He impressed me as rather
glorying in the fight between the Armenians and Turks at
Aintab...’® .. [I]t developed that the first shots fired at the
American Orphanage were by armed Armenians from the
orphanage with the full knowledge and encouragement of some
Americans...."® ...Turkish police and army searches found anti-
Muslim propaganda along with arms and ammunition hidden
in American missionary centers in various parts of Anatolia".2°

Bristol relied on this report to inform the Department of State
in Washington:

"Particular attention is called to the remarks contained in this
report regarding Dr. Nichols, who is in charge of the Near East
Relief work for the territory embraced within Syria and Cilicia.
There are some few of our Americans in Turkey who take this
attitude".

The overall French military commander in Syria and Cilicia,
General Hamelin, had anticipated trouble from the Armenian
troops right from the start on the basis of the British accusations
of cowardice and indiscipline against the Armenian troops who
fought with the British expeditionary force at Baku earlier in 1918.
His requests for their replacement by French troops were, however,
rejected on the grounds that French soldiers had to be sent back
to their homes now that the war on the western front was over.
"Hamelin saw clearly", reports the official French military history of
the occupation, that "it was to put powder and the detonator
together to send the Armenian legionnaires to Cilicia and
Alexandretta. The incidents and the disorders followed without
delay".2!

18 J. H. S. Dessez, Commanding Officer, U. S. S. Smith Thompson, En route Island of
Patmos, to American High Commissioner Bristol, stanbul, 03 May 1920. Transmitted
from Bristol to Secretary of State, 08 May 1920. United States Deparment of State
Decimal File 867. 00/1288.

Dessez, idem.

See for example: Police report of 25 May 1921, regarding missionary activities at
Mamuret laziz—CA (Ankara), BBK/30/10 kutu 206/dosya 406/doc. 3), report of 30
June 1921 on Talas—CA (Ankara), BBK/30/10 kutu 206 /dosya 406/doc. 4.

Letter from General Hamelin, D tachement francais de Palestine Syrie to Minist re de la
Guerre, no. 292/G of 26 December 1918. Archives de la Guerre (Chateau de Vincennes),
carton D tachement francais de Palestine Syrie no. 9, Kemal Celik, “Milli M cadele’de
Adana ve Havalisi: 1918-1922” (unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, stanbul University,
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His fears were fulfilled right from the start. The French army
confirmed the Ottoman military reports, with even more detail
than that provided by the local Ottoman officials, reporting that
wherever the Armenians went, they terrorized the Turkish and
Arab civilian population, starting the day they first landed in
skenderun (Alexandretta), and during the early months of 1919
going on to the principal points along the slahiye-Adana railroad,
in particular at Pozanti, D rtyol and, finally at Adana itself, where
they began Kkilling, raping, ravaging and robbing everyone and
everything, attacking even the Muslim French Algerian soldiers
who were brought in to at least attempt to curb their excesses.??
Many of the latter were so outraged by the atrocities being
committed against their religious brothers that they deserted the
French army, joined the Turkish national forces, and remained in

Sosyal Bilimler Enstit s , 1993); published under the same title: Ankara, T rk Tarih
Kurumu, 1999.

Reports by local Ottoman officials, including the names of the hundreds of Turks
slaughtered and tortured by members of the Armenian Legion are given in Arsiv
Belgelerine G re Kafkaslar’da ve Anadolu’da Ermeni Mezalimi, III (1914-1920),
Ankara, Basbakanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel M d rl g , 1995, pp. 155-233; accounts of
the individual Armenian raids are given on pp. 2-153. A detailed study of the atrocities
committed by the Armenian Legion in the Adana area can be found in Kemal Celik, Milli
M cadele’de Adana ve Havalisi: 1918-1922, Ankara, TTK, 1999, and Yusuf Ziya
Bildirici, “Adana’da Ermenilerin Yaptigi Katli mlar ve Fransiz-Ermeni ligkileri”
(unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Kayseri Erciyes University, Sosyal Bilimler Enstit s ,
1995). See also Les Arm es francaises au Levant, I, pp. 123-124; Archives de la Guerre
(Chateau de Vincennes), carton DFPS no. 1, DFPS to Ministre de la Guerre no.
122/G, 20 November 1918; and report of Lt.-Col. Lebon of 30 November 1918. R. de
Gontaut-Biron, Comment la France s’est install e en Syrie: 1918-1919, Paris, Plon-
Nourrit, 1923, pp. 53-54; Gustave Gautherot, La France en Syrie et en Cilicie, Paris,
Libr. Ind pendante, 1920, pp. 135-136; Emniyet-i Umumiye ( stanbul Dahiliye), 2
Cemazi I 1337/3 February 1919: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 96, doc. 44; Emniyet-i Umumiye
( stanbul Dahiliye), to Governor of Adana, 4 Cemazi II 1337/7 March 1919: Basbakanhk
Arsivi, hereafter referred to as BBA, DH/SFR, dosya 97, doc. 58; Emniyet-i Umumiye
( stanbul Dahiliye) to Governor of Adana, 5 Cemazi II 1337/8 March 1919: BBA
DH/SFR, dosya 97, doc. 70; Webb ( stanbul) to the Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs (London), stanbul, 27 March 1919, in FO 371/3658, no. 58433; Webb to
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, stanbul, 27 March 1919 in FO
371/3658, no. 58433; stanbul Dahiliye Report, 8 Cemazi I 1337/ 9 February 1919:
BBA DH/KMS dosya 49-1, no. 85; TIH I, 96-97, IV, 56, 287; Harp Tarih Vesikalari
Dergisi (hereafter referred to as HTVD), no. 11, doc. 273;TIH 1V, 59; BBA ( stanbul):
Report of Osmanl Orduyu Humayun Bas Kumandanligl, no. 10291, 14 December 1334.
Bab-1 li Evrak Odas:1 (Archives of the Office of Grand Vezir), hereafter referred to as
BEO 340957 (340934), Grand Vezir-Tezkerei Sami, hereafter referred to as GV TS 422 to
Hariciye (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), 16 December 1334/1918. BEO Siyasi Dosya
(Political Dossier) 34/54/12. Based on Harbiye Tezkere (Ministry of War Document) 895
of 14 December 1334/1918; All this information is summarized in Justin McCarthy’s
definitive study, Death and Exile, pp. 204-5, 242.
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Turkey after the war as citizens of the new Republic established
under the leadership of Mustafa Kem 1 Atat rk, who classified as
Turks all those who accepted citizenship in the new national state
regardless of their ethnic or religious origins.

Imitating the complaints of the British officers regarding their
Armenian allies at Baku, the French officers in Cilicia complained
that the Armenian forces lacked all sense of discipline and refused
to follow the orders of their own Armenian officers, let alone those
of the superior French officers, desperately asking that at least
some real French troops be sent to help control the situation:

"On the whole, the native populations -Turks, Turkomans,
Kurds, Circassians- greeted us well. We wanted to conciliate
them with us, but they saw with a very bad eye the occupation
of their lands by Armenian troops, even though dressed as
French soldiers. They therefore normally accused the latter of
all the misdeeds, and even invented some or even provoked
them to secure the departure of the Armenians....If it had
involved real Frenchmen", said the Imperial procureur of Adana
to the commander of the Armenian Legion during the course of
an investigation, "we would have said nothing, but things
arrange themselves, make the Armenians leave".2

"Until the arrival of the first [French] reinforcements in June of
1919, the Armenian Legion was the only French force in Cilicia.
The history of the French Army in the territory during that
period was merged with the history of the Legion; it is,
unfortunately, especially marked by acts of indiscipline and
violence, which did a great wrong to our influence".?*

Hamelin regularly reported to Paris on the misconduct and
indiscipline of his Armenian troops, though he did attempt to
justify their actions as acceptable revenge for Turkish and Kurdish
attacks on Armenians in Anatolia during World War I:

"The [Armenian] battalions have been only begun to be
organized -an officer per company, a depot with two officers for

23 Report to Commandant Pauget at the end of March 1920, no. 3931/5. In AG (Archives
de la Guerre), Chateau de Vincennes, Paris. Carton 5 L gion d'Orient; AFL I, 121.

24 Les Arm es francaises au Levant I, 35, pp. 120-121; General Hamelin to Minist re de
la Guerre, no. 164/G, 18 November 1918. AG (Chateau de Vincennes), carton DFPS, no.
1).
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eight hundred men- without cavalry, without artillery, without
food service, without sanitary organization. I was going to cover
Cilicia with posts composed of Armenian soldiers burning with
a desire to take vengeance for the exactions which they had
experienced for so many years, and put them into contact with
the Turkish population and soldiers in the same place that
ravages had been committed by the Ottomans, notably at
Adana in 1909. It would require discipline of iron to force them
to act as French soldiers, and I had only one French battalion
to enforce their obedience in case of a carrying out of the
Armenian reaction, and to restore order in case of the serious
troubles that were still possible. In such conditions, I
considered myself very fortunate to have succeeded by
intimidation and without serious incident to get the
administrative and military authorities of Cilicia to submit to
the French occupation...."?® "Since then, the President of the
[Armenian] Committee of Egypt has sent emissaries to the
Armenian soldiers, they have had the occasion to invite their
co-religionists to renounce their attachment to the French force
so that they can carry out individual reprisals against the
Ottoman population....Both during their stay in Syria and since
their arrival in Cilicia there has not been a day when I have not
been apprised by the local Ottoman administrative authorities
or by the British authorities, of complaints, unhappily most
often very well founded, against the Armenians' excesses of all
kinds toward the local populations (thefts, armed attacks,
pillages, murders)...."?8

He hoped, however, that training would improve the
Armenians’ behavior:

"In fact, when I applied myself to this matter and succeeded in
sending the Armenian legionnaires toward the theater of their
legitimate aspirations, their conduct avoided the latter....

"The officers of the Armenian Legion were not, however,
discouraged; they continued to devote themselves entirely to

25 General Hamelin letter, no. 22, to Ministry of War, Paris, 4 January 1919. Carton 5
L gion d'Orient and D tachement francais de Palestine, Syrie, no. 9, in: AG, Chateau de
Vincennes, Paris. Summarized in Les Arm es francaises au Levant I, p. 120.

26 General Hamelin letter to the French High Commissioner, no. 2077/1 of 2 February
1919. AG, Chateau de Vincennes, Carton 5 L gion d'Orient, cited in: Les Arm es
francaises au Levant I, p. 122.
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the military instruction of their Legionnaires, to their moral
education and their well-being. The majority gave them all
satisfaction and answered with good conduct and a good
attitude. I hope therefore to see the legion acquire the military
discipline and value that will permit them to become the elite
troop among the Armenian contingents".?”

This hope was shared by British Brigadier-General Archibald
Wavell, who reported to the British High Commissioner in stanbul
that many excesses were being committed in Cilicia by "...certain
portions of the French Armenian troops", but that disciplinary
action had been taken. The "worst elements in these Armenian
battalions" were being removed, and the situation in Cilicia "was
much improved", to which a Foreign Office minute responded:
"General Allenby's report that the French Armenians were
unsatisfactory seems more than justified, and I expect that this is
a very mild account of what really took place".2®

Robert Zeidner’s brilliant study of the French occupation of
Cilicia, The Tricolor over the Taurus, summarized the French
reports:

"If...Allenby and the ‘easterners’ on his staff were sufficiently
calculating to foresee the great embarrassment France's
Armenian troops were destined to cause her in Cilicia and
vicinity, they could scarcely have chosen a better vehicle to
discredit French rule in the Levant that permit the expansion of
the Armenian element within the L gion d’Orient. Although they
fought valiantly during the Palestine campaign, the Armenians
of the Legion repeatedly revealed a propensity for brawling
when off duty. Their French officers found them grossly
undisciplined and dangerously divided in loyalty among several
extremist parties. Many were Marxists or nihilists of varying
persuasions, complying with orders only after reference to their
respective soldiers' soviets...."?®

The official French military history of the period concluded that
these efforts to curb the Armenians by training them were largely

27 General Hamelin letter to Minist re de la Guerre, no. 243/G of 15 February 1919. AG,
Chateau de Vincennes, Carton 5 L gion d'Orient. Cited in Les Arm es francaises au
Levant I, p. 122.

28 Brigadier-General A. F. Wavell to British High Commissioner in stanbul, 15 April 1920:
FO 371/4165/79400.

29 Zeidner, op. cit., p. 142.

177



STANFORD J. SHAW

unsuccessful because they were being inspired to attack Turks

and other Muslims by Armenians outside the country, particularly

in Egypt:
"The hopes of General Hamelin were to be unfulfilled. As the
incidents multiplied and became worse, discipline became
harder, the condemnations by military courts more numerous.
But the Armenian legionnaires continued to understand only
that we were defending the Turks, our previous enemies,
against the Armenians who were always our friends.
Monseigneur Mouchegh, Armenian Archbishop of Adana, after
going around among the Armenian legion units, wrote on 28
April 1919: 'They [the Armenian soldiers] see with what
tolerance and what friendship, France treats the Turkish
nation, criminal and enemy. They only see the obstacles with
which one surrounded the brightness of the Armenian nation
that had valiantly fought on the field of battle beside their
Allies'. The rancor or hatred therefore turned against us,
excited by the Armenian committees, which, abandoning open
action of intervention, undertook a secret action of inciting the
Armenian soldiers to 'disobedience, revolt, vengeance or patient
resignation while waiting the right hour to throw off the yoke of
the French oppressors of their country'. The letters,
proclamations, and newspaper articles were principally the
work of the Comit dEgypte, inspired from Port Said by
Madame Mazraff, a true 'Armenian passionaria’, who preached
tevenge of blood, not of misery', but also by a huge
correspondence coming also from America. The postal censors
kept letters that were of a nature to disturb order and
discipline, but some of them reached their addresses hidden in
packages and newspapers, and their influence was felt.°

30 Report of the Troupes Francaises du Levant to Minist re de la Guerre, no. 1310/G of 10
September 1919’. AG, Chateau de Vincennes, carton: D tachement francais de
Palestine, Syrie. Cited in: Les Arm es francaises au Levant I, p.123. Zeidner,
Tricolor, p. 200, reports "Passionately pro-Armenian, Andr , Br mond and du V ou are
understandably laconic on the crimes of the Legion in Cilicia and vicinity. Similarly,
neither Georges-Picot nor Hamelin seems to have reported these events to Paris until
long after the fact". That the members of the Armenian Legion entered Cilicia with the
French army primarily to seek vengeance from the Turks living in the area was also
confirmed by the French Commander in Syria, General Henri Gouraud, as reported by
his nephew, Philippe Gouraud, Le G n ral Henri Gouraud au Liban et en Syria, 1919-
1923, Paris, Harmatton, 1994, p. 111.
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"I earnestly request that the French Government be
approached regarding their re-occupation of Cilicia and asked if
they do reoccupy whether they will use French troops or
Colonials and Armenians. This would be a very serious decision
as affecting the safety of our citizens and also as regards the
conditions throughout Turkey. Therefore I request that I be
informed as soon as possible regarding the action the French
will take. The French are peculiarly silent as regards their
actions past and future, but this is typical...Bristol".3!

In a proclamation issued on 12 November 1919 by Mustafa
Kem 1 in the name of the Representative Committee for the
Defense of National Rights In Anatolia and Rumelia, he pointed out
that the Allied occupation of Cilicia had violated the conditions of
the Mondros Armistice:

"The localities of Urfa, Maras and Aintab, which were occupied
by the English, contrary to the provisions of the armistice and
were recently evacuated, have now again been occupied by the
French. The Entente Powers therefore are in no way
renouncing their plan of depriving our nation of these, the most
beautiful parts of our country, and they are carrying out their
schemes on the grounds apparently that this occupation is
provisional and preventive, without awaiting the decisions of
the conference.

"They are unwilling to take into consideration the glorious
history of the Ottoman Empire, dating from seven centuries
ago, or the circumstances and elements of its prompt and
powerful development, or its rebirth. They are working to
establish an equilibrium of interests among themselves by
dismembering our country. The acts of these Powers are
inhuman and such as to be an offense against justice and
right, against the principles proclaimed with all pomp and
ceremony in the Peace Conference, and against the promises
made to Turkey before all the world by article 12 of the
principles of Wilson. The massacres, oppression, and atrocities
and the policy of extermination carried out in the vil yet of
Aidin, which was given to the Greeks to occupy with a view to
opening the way to a division of Turkey, are identical with

31 Bristol to Secretary of State, no. 150, 21 February 1920, 4 p. m. United States
Department of State Decimal File 867. 00/1118.
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those perpetrated in the localities of Maras, Urfa, and Aintab,
dependencies of the vil yet of Adana, which the French have
occupied, using the Armenians as their instrument. These acts
are the last of a series of flagrant injustices of a political
nature.

"We protest with all our energy against the illegal proceedings
of the Entente Powers up to date, and we hope that they will of
their own accord return to more humane and equitable
sentiments towards our country and our nation, which will
continue resolutely to defend its existence and its lawful rights
with all the material and moral forces at its command, rather
than consent to dismemberment and slavery.

"We wish to advise the Powers of the Entente that our whole
nation, in the widest sense of the word, is united in this
legitimate and sublime decision; a continuation of this
inhuman policy which the Entente Powers, deaf to the
legitimate voice of our nation, are following may entail fatal
consequences, not only for a few countries, but also possibly
for the two hemispheres. The responsibility before Providence
and humanity of such a disaster lies naturally with the Entente
Powers.

"We are here acting as interpreters of the desire for unity
cherished by our nation, whose only object is the defence of its
rights to exist. We wish our legitimate cries to reach the
nations of Europe and America, and we are convinced that they
will not give their support to all this injustice".3?

Turkish protests to the local French authorities had little

effect.?®* Hundreds of public protests to the High Commissioners, to
the Paris Peace Conference, to the stanbul Government, to
whomever seemed to have some authority, came from Turkish
citizen groups throughout the south-east, condemning the French
occupation, stating, according to French intelligence, that "the

32

33

Mustafa Kem 1 (Swvas) for the Representative Committee for the Defence of National
Rights in Anatolia, 12 November 1919. Turkish text in Bekir Sitki Baykal, Heyet-i
Temsiliye Kararlari, 2nd pr., Ankara, TTK, 1989, pp. 53-54; English text enclosed in
Robeck to Curzon, no. 2166, 19 November 1919: FO 406/41, no. 175, pp. 389-390: Bil 1
Simgir, British Documents on Atat rk I, pp. 224-225; Documents on British Foreign
Policy, hereafter referred to as DBFP IV, pp. 535-538.

See: for example, Yalcin zalp, Milli M cadelenin 1k Zaferi, Ankara, Mevl na Kitabevi,
1976, pp. 25-27.
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French troops, which are composed of Armenians, are attacking
the honor of Turkish women and causing the Muslim population to
submit to all sorts of tortures". Even the French authorities at
stanbul accepted them and transmitted them to Paris.3*

"Just as Greek and Turkish peasants who had lived side by
side for generations in western Anatolia became bitter enemies
when the former cheered the invading Greek army at zmir and
joined in its ravages, so also relations between Turks and
Armenians became very tense throughout Anatolia as a result
of the ravages of the Armenian Legion in Cilicia, which also
encouraged local Armenians to take up arms against their
neighbors with the certainty that the occupying powers would
not punish them. Mustafa Kem 1 moved to defend the Turks of
Cilicia as soon as the Sivas Congress authorized the
Representative Committee to act as a virtual government,
coordinate the National Forces, and organize national
resistance. As a first step, on 11 September 1919, the
Representative Committee ordered all Turks and their
supporters in Cilicia to institute a mass boycott against
Christians living and doing business in areas of Maras and
Antep. Turks also were forbidden to move out of the area,
however much they were pressured to do so by the invaders. If
lands and other properties had to be sold, they could be
transferred only to other Turks, so that Christians and
foreigners would not be given any opportunity to legally take
over property. All Turks were required to devote all their efforts
and property to the achievement of the national goals, with
assistance houses being established to help those in need
because of their work for the national cause".?®

The Turks initially responded to the atrocities in Cilicia with
boycotts of Armenian businesses and shops throughout Anatolia
in the same way that they had boycotted Greek merchants in the
country following the Greek invasion of zmir and expansion into
south-western Anatolia. The boycotts soon developed into
widespread attacks on returning Armenians and Greeks alike, who
after having been initially welcomed by the Ottoman authorities,
were subjected to beatings, robberies, and Kkillings despite the

34 Archives de la Guerre, Chateau de Vincennes, carton A 2-5; AFL II, pp. 231-232.
35 T rk stikl 1Harbi, 7 vols., Ankara, ATASE, 1962-1974; Harb Tarihi Dairesi Arsivi, no.
1/105, dosya 23.
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repeated warnings sent out by the Ottoman Government that such
actions would only hurt Turkey’s position at the Paris Peace
Conference. Turks living at Bitlis and other places in north-eastern
Anatolia located near the Caucasus border began to assault
caravans of Armenian refugees seeking to enter the country from
the Russian Caucasus in accordance with assurances of protection
given them by the occupying Powers.?¢ This situation in turn made
it relatively easy for Armenian nationalists to convince thousands
of Armenians in central Anatolia to react to the boycotts and
attacks by immigrating to Cilicia, where French High
Commissioner in Syria, Georges Picot, encouraged them to come
and settle and promised that the French army would give them all
the protection needed to establish an Armenian state to supplant
that of the Turks.?” At the same time, Greek nationalists
transported Greek peasants from central Anatolia either to the
zmir occupation area or to the Black Sea coast, where they sent
out hundreds of terrorist bands who devastated town and country
alike in order to kill or drive out the settled Turkish population to
establish a homogenous Greek Pontus state.3s

Boghos Nubar Pasa sent some of the Armenian settlers from
among the refugees gathered in Iraq, Syria and Egypt and from

36 Asair ve M hacirin (Department of Tribes and Refugees) ( stanbul Dahiliye) to Governor
of Bitlis, 18 Cemazi I 1338/8 February 1920: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 107, doc. 36; Asair ve
M hacirin ( stanbul Dahiliye) to Governor of Bitlis, 12 Cemazi II 1338/3 March 1920:
BBA DH/SFR dosya 108 doc. 10.

Gouraud, op. cit., pp. 111-112.

French High Commissioner in stanbul to French Minister of Foreign Affairs Pichon, 27
September 1919. AG, Chateau de Vincennes, Paris, Archives de la Guerre, AAEF-Levant
1918-29 (Arm nie), vol. 7, fol. 148: "During the journey which he has just completed,
Lieutenant Dubreuil has established that the Armenians of the region of Kayseri are
leaving the region; this exodus was not motivated by any sudden fear felt by the
Armenians, as they have attested to the security which reigns at least at the present
time in the province, but rather by the advice and exhortations which are given to them
by their co-religionists and by their bishops who reside in Constantinople, in other cities
of Turkey, and even in Europe...." with Dubreuil himself reporting: "I have the honour of
informing you that the Christians of the region of Kayseri are abandoning their region en
masse...at the present time, the Catholic bishop of Kayseri, who is in stanbul, is one of
the main organisers of this exodus, through the advise he provides. The policy followed
in Cilicia which aims at making Adana a province solely populated by Armenians is
certainly one of the factors behind this departure en masse...." Ottoman reports on this
mass movement can be found in Asair ve M hacirin ( stanbul Dahiliye) to the Governor
of Kastamonu, 3 Safar 1338/28 October 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 104, doc. 96; Kalem-
i Mahsus ( stanbul Dahiliye) to governors of Ankara, Konya, Bolu and Teke, 8 Safar
1338/2 November 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 104, docs, 146 and 147; Kalem-i Mahsus
to District Governor of Mamuret laziz, 15 Safar 1338/9 November 1919: BBA DH/SFR
dosya 104, doc. 182.
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Armenians living in Europe and America. Most, however, were sent
by Armenian nationalist organizations from Kayseri, Erzincan,
Erzurum, Samsun, zmit and Adapazari, which they left because of
their quite justified fears that their lives were in danger as a result
of their cooperation with the Allied occupation armies. The French
also sent several thousand refugees who had settled in Syria and
Beirut during the war in order to remove what had become a
disruptive element in the population. About 120,000 Armenian
settlers were thus brought to Cilicia during these years, of whom
70,000 alone were placed in Adana, 12,000 in D rtyol, 8,000 in
Saimbeyli, and the remainder in Osmaniye, Kadirli and Kozan, in
addition to the 50,000 Armenians who had come from stanbul
and elsewhere in Anatolia to Antep, Maras and Zeytun, all for the
purpose of establishing an Armenian state in Cilicia under the
permanent protection of France.?®

As these refugees arrived in Cilicia, the French commanders
seem to have innocently believed that they would settle down
peaceably beside their Muslim neighbors, who as a result would be
convinced to accept them without resistance. Instead of this,
however, the refugees, many of whom were members of General
Antranik’s guerilla bands sent into north-eastern Anatolia by the
nascent Armenian state in the Caucasus that had ravaged the
Muslim villages in the area, joined the Armenian Legion in
attacking Muslims throughout Cilicia.*® In some cases, they were
joined in their attacks around Urfa and Rakka by local Arab tribes,
who always were happy to ravage the settled towns around them
whenever they had the opportunity of doing so.# British observers
in the area commented that the returning Armenian refugees

39 Paul du V ou, La Passion de la Cilicie: 1919-1922, Paris, Librarie orientaliste P.
Geuthner, 1954; Zeidner, Tricolor, pp. 169-176, 208.

Richard Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia II, Berkeley, CA, University of
California Press, 1974, pp. 325, 416; Antranig Chalabian, General Andranik and the
Armenian Revolutionary Movement, Southfield, MI, 1988. McCarthy, Death and
Exile, p. 205; Aram Turabian, L’ ternelle victime de la diplomatie europ enne,
Marseilles, Impr. Nouvelle, 1929, pp. 164-170; Liaison, "Antranik", Blackwood’s
Magazine, 206 (October 1919), pp. 441-477; W. E. D. Allen and P. Muratoff, Caucasian
Battlefields, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1953, pp. 461, 472-475; "General
Antranik, The Armenian Washington", Literary Digest, 64 (17 January 1920), pp. 90-
92; Erdal Ilter, "Milli M cadele’de Dogu Lejyonu (L gion d’Orient)nun Fransiz sg 1
B lgesindeki Fonksiyonu", Ankara mniversitesi T rk Inkil p Tarihi Enstit s Dergisi,
4 (May 1989), pp. 419-436.

41 Ankara Bakanlar Kurulu, Kararname 550, 18 January 1921: CA (Ankara) 8572, Dahiliye

Kutu 2/dosya 29/no. 6.
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demonstrated the same characteristics that had created such
tension between them and their Muslim and Jewish neighbors
before the war:

"l am just back from Cilicia and Syria and have had an
interesting time. You are I am sure filled up with the opinions
of politicals, and want to hear no more. I am inclined to think
them alarmists and to exaggerate things for the increase of
their own importance, and I am not at all sure that they all
always do all they can to promote the entente. I saw Picot and
Br mond and both expressed themselves satisfied with us now,
bar the matter of Armenians who we have been flooding Cilicia.
Poor devils, no one seems to want them anywhere, and yet
despite all they have gone through, I did not see a thin one
amongst a good many thousand I saw, and most looked cheery
too. The massacres seem to have been a good deal exaggerated
but the destruction of their villages is very complete for hardly
a stone remained on another. The women and children seem
anyway to have survived, and the former are reported content
to live with Turks and have children by them. I don't know
what there is about the Armenians, but no one, not even the
missionaries, seems to have a good word to say about
them...."4

The Ottoman Council of Ministers in stanbul on several
occasions issued orders to stop the movement into Anatolia of
deported Armenians who had not originated in the cities toward
which they were heading as well as those who had been convicted
of crimes before they left the country.*® After this regulation went
into effect, however, many refugees responded by first going to
their cities of origin, and then immediately moving on to Adana or
other places in Cilicia, forcing the stanbul Government to decree
that such returning refugees would have to remain in their original
home towns for at least five years before they could move

42 Lt. General Sir W. N. Congreve to Chief of Imperial General Staff, General Sir Henry
Wilson, Cairo, 19 October 1919. Wilson papers 2/89/64. Keith Jeffrey, The Military
Correspondence of Field Marshal Sir Henry Wilson, 1918-1922, Army Records
Society, The Bodley Head, 1985, pp. 129-130.

Asair ve M hacirin ( stanbul Dahiliye) to District Governor of Trabzon, 27 Rebi II
1337/30 January 1919: Basbakanlik Arsivi (BBA), DH/SFR, dosya 95, doc. 281; Asair
ve M hacirin ( stanbul Dahiliye) to governors of Konya, Nigde and Kayseri and all other
provinces and districts, 1 Cemazi II 1337/4 March 1919: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 97, doc.
41.
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elsewhere.* It further declared that since the migration of large
groups of Armenians at any time was causing trouble wherever
they gathered, they should be allowed to immigrate only
individually and not in groups.* Of course, however, since the
Sultan’s government had no authority or power outside the walls
of stanbul, and since the Allied armies in fact facilitated the entry
into the country of these and other Armenians, these orders were
never enforced.® The Allied High Commissioners in stanbul
discussed the problems created by these mass movements of
returning Armenians:

"Mr. De France observed that it is certain that the Armenian
movements can produce disturbances, but how to stop them,
moreover, if the Armenians fear, probably with some reason,
that they will again be subject to Turkish massacres. They fear
what will happen to them if the decisions of the Conference do
not conform to the views of their nationalists. These
movements take place, in general, on the invitation or at the
suggestion of the Patriarchate. Most of these Armenians try to
come to Constantinople, but many others are going to the
contrary toward Cilicia and towards Adana, where they hope to
find protection of the French occupation troops. This movement
is prevented by the French authorities for those who come from
Arabia or Aleppo since there they are equally under the
protection of Allied troops. It is very difficult to stop migrations
in Anatolia despite the relative tranquillity at the moment of the
Armenian zones. It is necessary to say to the Porte that it does

44 Emniyet-i Umumiye to District Governor of Kayseri, 27 Rebi II 1338/30 January 1919:

BBA DH/SFR, dosya 95, doc. 277.

Kalem-i Mahsus to governors of Edirne, Ankara, and Konya, District Governors of Bolu,

Karasi and K tahya, 27 Rebi I 1338/20 December 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 105, doc.

141; Emniyet-i Umumiye ( stanbul Dahiliye) to Governor of Mamuret laziz ( stanbul

Dahiliye), 4 Cemazi I 1338/4 January 1920: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 106, doc. 121.

46 El z18 report to Grand Vezir, 9 November 1919. : BBA ( stanbul): Siyasi karton 34/53,
stanbul Dahiliye 8341/160, 9 November 1335 and stanbul Dahiliye 8386/174, 15
November 1335/1919; Kalem-i Mahsus ( stanbul Dahiliye) to governor of Kayseri, 4
Safar 1338/29 October 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 104, doc. 106; Kalem-i Mahsus
( stanbul Dahiliye) to Governor of Diyarbakir, 22 Safar 1338/16 November 1919: BBA
DH/SFR dosya 104, doc. 229; Kalem-i Mahsus ( stanbul Dahiliye) to District Governor of
Eskisehir, 28 Safar 1338/22 November 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 104, doc. 265;
Emniyet-i Umumi ( stanbul Dahiliye) to District Governor of Kayseri, 10 Rebi I 1338/3
December 1919: BBA DH/SFR dosya 105, doc. 32; Emniyet-i Umumiye to governors of
Ankara and Trabzon and district governors of Canik, zmit, Kayseri and Nigde, 29
Cemazi I 1338/19 February 1920: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 107, doc. 105; G kbilgin II, p.
191.
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not have the right to stop these movements. Hohler thinks that
they can say to the Porte that if it continues to refuse freedom
to the Armenians to move, the Conference of Peace will be
informed so it can take this into account when the moment
comes to establish the responsibility of the Ottoman
government...Maissa to answer to the Porte, asking an end to
limits on Armenian movement in Anatolia; to inform Mixed
Armenian Council".*”

In December 1919, General Gouraud, desperately needing
more men to maintain the French occupation of Cilicia, a task that
was becoming increasingly difficult because of attacks by the
Turkish National Forces, asked for permission to reconstitute the
Armenian Legion. No matter how difficult the situation was,
however, the response from the General Staff in Paris was very
negative:

"...It is not to the interest of France to increase this troop, let
alone maintain it, since it does not respond to the need for
work of pacification that we have undertaken in Cilicia, which
has now envisaged the creation of a battalion of Foreign
Legionnaires recruited among the Turks and Kurds for this
purpose".*8

The French army finally felt so dishonored by what the
Armenian Legion had been doing to Turkish civilians in Cilicia
that, starting in late February 1919, it tried to send the
Legionnaires away to guard railroad lines in the middle of the
Anatolian and Syrian deserts.*® The Armenian Legionnaires,
however, refused to obey the orders, stating that they had joined
the Legion only to attack Turks and would not accept any
assignment that would prevent them from doing so. Many of them
simply left their French commanders, deserted their units, came
together in rebel groups based at Adana, Mersin, Maras and
Hamidiye, and continued to ravage Turkish villages in the
vicinity.>® Finally, on 10 January 1920, the Cyprus support camp

47 High Commissioners meeting of 27 November 1919: FO 371/4156/510/165711.

48 D. M., no. 10. 394-9/11 from I'Etat Major d'Arm e, 17 December 1919. Carton 5, L gion
d'Orient AG, Chateau de Vincennes, Paris; cited in AFL I, p. 127.

49 Order of the 21st Corps, no. G-35/11/72 of 19 March 1919. Carton 5 L gion d'Orient,
AG, Chateau de Vincennes. Cited in: AFL I, p. 125; Kasim Ener, Cukurova'min sg li ve
Kurtulus Savasi, stanbul, Berksoy Matbaasi, 1963, p. 18.

50 Engert (Beirut) to Secretary of State, 20 February 1920, in State Department Decimal
File 867/1122; Bristol to Secretary of State, stanbul, 4 March 1920, in State
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was ordered closed. Later the same year, on 1 August 1920, the
definitive order was issued to disband the Armenian Legion once
and for all.

"The Legion had too many dangerous men in it; it was
necessary to proceed with amputations. The Fourth Battalion
was entirely disarmed, its men were examined and classified in
three categories: those who had to be tried by a Council of War-
some fifty men; those who would be restored and sent to one of
the three other battalions and then rearmed-about 400 men;
and the others, about 400 more, who were grouped into a depot
company, disarmed, and sent back to Port Said. 3!

"These orders and counter orders, which ended with a veritable
putting into quarantine of the battalions of the Armenian
Legion, did nothing for their morale, desertions multiplied. On
7 May 1919, 17 Legionnaires, including four sub-officers, of the
Air Batallion (2nd Batallion) deserted with their arms and
baggages after having sent a petition to the English commander
to ask for his protection. They left also a letter to their officers:
'We were all engaged...to save our Country and personally
avenge our relatives...and having suffered for two years in
military life, we understand that you are associated with the
Turkish tyrants who profaned, not long before, our mothers
and our sisters, to appropriate our land for yourself. Well,
enough, goodbye, in place of serving your imperialist politics,
we prefer to free with our own hands our mothers and our
sisters who call us to help them....' They were caught on 10
May 1919, after four hours of combat".>?

The demobilized Armenian soldiers, however, continued their

widespread despoiling of Turkish villages, Killing hundreds of
Turks and eliciting numerous requests from all sides that
something be done to get rid of them.*®* American High

51

52

53

Department Decimal File 867/1130-1131; Wenn ( stanbul) to Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, stanbul, 27 March 1919: FO 371/3658/no. 58433); McCarthy, Death
and Exile, pp. 207, 243; Les Arm es francaises au Levant, p. 120.

Troupes Francaises de Cilicie to Minist re de la Guerre, no. 331/G of 4 March 1919.
Carton 5 L gion d'Orient, AG, Chateau de Vincennes, Paris; AFL I, pp. 124-125; Zeidner,
Tricolor, pp. 159-160.

Troupes Francaises de Cilicie to Troupes Francaises du Levant, no. 23 of 14 May 1919
and various documents. Carton 4 C 2, AG, Chateau de Vincennes; AFL I, p. 126.
Emniyet-i Umumiye ( stanbul Dahiliye) to District Governor of Kayseri, 21 Cemazi II
1337/24 March 1919: BBA DH/SFR, dosya 97, doc. 257; General Hamelin to Minist re
de la Guerre, no. 658/G of 14 May 1919. Carton 5 L gion d'Orient, and Minist re de la
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Commissioner Mark Bristol reported that his sources told him that
all the anarchy and Kkillings going on in Cilicia were due to the
French treatment of the Turks as uncivilized colonials and the
French mistake in arming and supporting the Armenians:

"A new condition has arisen in Turkey by reason of the French
occupation of Syria and Cilicia. This condition is similar to the
one that was caused by the Greek occupation of Smyrna. The
use by the French of Armenian soldiers and the arming of
Armenians brought about an uprising of the local population
and assistance being sent by the Turks from the Nationalist
forces. In ports of Syria where the French were popular they
created antagonism by their tactless method of occupying the
country as conquerors and replacing the native flags with
French flags, also by assuming all governmental functions.

"Likewise hostile Christian opposition on the part of the Turks,
Kurds and Arabs was shown to the French forces. It is reported
that the French destroyed villages, outraged women, and Kkilled
the natives, and the result has been that a state of war now
existing in Cilicia and the French are compelled to retire from
Ourfa and Marash. It is reported that the Turks have retaliated
by killing the native Armenians and destroying villages,
however it is understood that the Armenians left behind by
French at Marash are held as prisoners and are not otherwise
being molested.

"It is known that American citizens in Aintab, Ourfa and
Marash are safe and are not being molested and American
property is being respected. However, there is apprehension
that these conditions may not continue especially if the French
proceed to reoccupy the country. The question of withdrawing
our citizens is being seriously considered but difficulties of
travelling at this season of the year must be considered. Proper
representations have been made to the Turkish Government
and the French High Commissioner here. Consultation with the
British high authorities reveals they are apprehensive regarding
the present condition in Turkey. England has citizens in the
French zone of occupation, and I am cooperating with English
as regards removal of citizens".

Guerre (Paris) to Troupes Francaises du Levant, no. 4665-9/1I of 17 May 1919. Carton
5, L gion d'Orient, AG, Chateau de Vincennes, Paris; Les Arm es francaises au Levant
I, p. 127.
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The poison, which the Legion planted, thus remained long after
its abolition. Br mond at one point organized a new Armenian
militia in eastern Anatolia under the command of John Aram
Shishmanian, an Armenian-American officer in the French Foreign
Legion, and other veterans of Antranik’s guerilla forces, which,
though nominally supposed to maintain security and order on
behalf of the French administration, continued the Legion’s attacks
on Muslims in the area, with disastrous consequences.>* As a
result, no hope remained that the Turks of Cilicia would accept
French rule or the presence of Armenian neighbors under any
conditions.?® Instead, the entire Turkish population now became
involved in developing resistance forces. British intelligence thus
reported that Kemalist influences were spreading rapidly among
the Turks of the south-east, though erroneously assuming that
this was the result solely of nationalist ‘propaganda’ rather than
what it was, popular reaction to the abuses inflicted on them by
the occupation forces:

"The propaganda of Mustapha Kemal has gained him a number
of partisans amongst the Moslems, and his agents are
becoming more numerous in the vilayet of Adana. The Chief
Administrator considers that the internment of these agents
would be the only effective way of stopping the propaganda.
News of events in Anatolia is being brought through
newspapers smuggled into Cilicia, and this, together with the
fall of Damad Ferid's Govt. is helping to keep the Moslems in a
state of excitement. The Turks especially are much encouraged
and hope that the National movement will save Cilicia from
Allied occupation and restore it to the Ottoman Empire. The
state of public security is bad. Acts of brigandage are frequent,
and the inhabitants of villages are becoming terrorized and
show a tendency to migrate towards the towns. Brigands are
using the Islamic and National movements as an excuse for
crime, making out that they are waiting armed in the
mountains ready to support the Cause and that they require
money and provisions in order to live. To this end they are
sending letters to the richest inhabitants threatening to raid

54 Zeidner, Tricolor, pp. 215-216, 292-293,

55 Order issued on 15 August 1920 to take effect on 1 September 1920. Instruction le
Division, no. 6062/1 of 15 August 1920. Carton 5 L gion d'Orient, AG, Chateau de
Vincennes, Paris; cited in: Les Arm es francaises au Levant I, p. 128. See also du
V ou, p. 44.
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them unless certain specified amounts of money, live stock or
grain are forthcoming...."s¢

By the summer of 1921, the mounting resistance of the
Muslims of Cilicia, combined with resentment over the British
tendency to dominate the Allied occupation of stanbul, finally
convinced the French Government to abandon its Allies and make
a separate peace with the Turkish nationalists, whose victory over
the invading Greek army at the Battle of the Sakarya made it clear
that it was with them, rather than with the decadent and
powerless government of the Sultan in stanbul, that they would
have to deal if they wanted to retain any sort of economic and
political influence in the new Turkey that was emerging from the
war. The result was the Treaty of Ankara signed between the
Ankara Government and France in October 1921, by which the
French agreed, not only to evacuate their forces from Cilicia, but
also to leave their armaments and even their uniforms for use by
the new Turkish national army being built up against the Greeks
on the western front under the leadership of smet n n .

The Turks of skenderun and Aleppo were disappointed by the
Treaty’s provisions that left them under French rule in Syria, but
they at least were finally incorporated into the Turkish Republic in
1939. The real losers were in fact the Armenians in Cilicia, since
by their welcome of the French occupation, their support of the
Armenian Legion, and their participation in the rigorous French
administration, they had ended whatever feelings of community
that previously had existed with their Turkish neighbors and laid
themselves open to violent acts of retribution. As soon as they
heard the news of the Treaty of Ankara and the consequent French
evacuation, therefore, most Armenians in Cilicia were terrified, and
rightfully so. However much both the French and the Turkish
nationalists promised to protect them, the Armenians knew that
under the conditions that existed in that area at that time they
had little chance to escape the vengeance of those Turks who had
lost families, homes, and properties as a result of the French
occupation and the activities of the Armenian Legion. Almost all
the Armenians in Cilicia therefore did the only thing they could do

56 "Precis of a Report by the Chief Administrator on the situation in Cilicia during the first
week of October 1919", Enclosed in Director of Military Intelligence to Foreign Office B.
1/6862 (M. I. 2), 22 November 1919: FO 371/4185/154797: Simsir, British Documents
on Atat rk I, pp. 227-228.
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under the circumstances. They began to pack up and leave their
homes, some going with the evacuating French forces, some sailing
on British and French ships that came to the ports of the area to
pick them up, some walking overland into Syria, Palestine and
Lebanon, where they settled down and made new lives for
themselves.5” In this, they were encouraged to depart by Armenian
nationalist agents who hoped that by doing so they would shame
the French, or if not them the Americans and British, to send in
new troops which would enable them to establish an entirely
Armenian state throughout Cilicia. Thus, when Avetis Aharonian
and Gabriel Noradoungian went to French Premier Aristide Briand
to complain about the French withdrawal, Briand was the one who
complained:

"l ordered an examination and I regret to tell you that,
according to my information, the exodus of Armenian
population from Cilicia is the result largely of the zealous
propaganda which unknown individuals and Gomidehs
[Komitacis] have made on the spot. For what earthly reason I do
not know. But this propaganda is doubly embarrassing for
France. On the one hand, the Armenians are fleeing from
Cilicia, a fact that discredits France for having failed to give
refugee Armenians the needed protection, and on the other
hand the refugees have found no other protector outside of
France, and once again we have been forced to care for their
needs. Now I ask you, how long shall this abnormal situation
continue to last....The Turks have not harmed them; they have
kept their promise. What was the need of this wholesale
exodus?"s®

Noradoungian first denied that any such encouragements were
taking place:

"I do not think that the people are fleeing as the result of the
propaganda. There is a general panic about Turkish rule....I
don’t know who are the Armenians and what propaganda they

57 Les Arm es francaises au Levant II, p. 302. The files of hundreds of Armenian petitions
and pleas to the French not to leave, or to take them with, are found in the AG (Chateau
de Vincennes), carton 16 C 2 and passim. One of these was my colleague at Harvard
University and at the University of California, Los Angeles for many years, Professor
Avedis Sanjian, who went from his birthplace in Maras (now Kahramanmaras) to
Jerusalem and Beirut, and from there to the United States.

7 December 1921. Avetis Aharonian, "From Sardarapat to S vres and Lausanne", The
Armenian Review, XVIII/ 1-69 (Spring, 1965), p. 60.
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have made. But it is not difficult to intervene and stop such
deeds, and we shall do that very thing...."

Aharonian, however, correctly attributed the exodus to fear of

Turkish retribution for the excesses that had gone on during the
previous two years:

"l am not in the least surprised if any intelligent individual,
intellectual or leader or Gomideh may have advised the
Armenian population to flee with your retiring soldiers. I see no
malice or any ulterior motives in such an act except the highly
intelligible and understandable motive of a wish to escape the
sword of the Turks. You must realize, Mr. President, that
Turkish rule in Cilicia means the rule of the Grand National
Assembly of Ankara, in which are seated the most notorious
authors of the massacres of Van, Moush, Erzeroum and Bitlis.
The Armenians know that fact well. And who is the well advised
and concerned Armenian who, upon an appeal by the father of
a family or a poor mother with her children, whether they
should remain behind or flee, will have the courage of advising
them to remain behind and await the sword of the Turk? This
is no provocation, Mr. President, but a simple humanitarian
concern...."%

American High Commissioner Mark Bristol described the panic:

"One of the effects of the Franco-Turkish pact, recently signed
at Angora, has been the throwing into a condition of panic of
the Christian part of the population of Cilicia. This is to be
turned over to the Turkish Nationalists within a period of two
months. Many of these Christians have very closely affiliated
themselves with the French against the Turks in many
instances, having even gone to the point of bearing arms
against the Turks. They fear if they remain in Cilicia they will
have revenge in a violent form inflicted on them. However, it
would seem the part of wisdom for most of these Christians to
remain where they are rather than rushing off into other parts
of the world where the difficulty of earning a living will no
doubt be very great. It seems a very bad precedent in view of
the some two or three million Christians in Anatolia, where no
doubt Turkish rule will ultimately be recognized in full force.
From private letters from American relief workers at Ismidt it

59 9 December 1921: Aharonian, op. cit., pp. 60-61.
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was feared that Americans and Christians generally, in that
area, might be in danger, but from an investigation made by
the Commanding Officer of the U.S.S.C. no. 96, it appears that
there is no visible reason for fears on this score. The
government is conducting itself in an orderly and proper
manner, and the feeling towards Americans seems very good".5°

In October 1921, Armenian merchants throughout Cilicia
stopped all orders for new merchandise and shipped their stocks
toward the coast to be transported to Syria or Lebanon. The
Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia sent a telegram to the Patriarchate
as well as the High Commissioners in stanbul informing them that
all his people wanted to emigrate from Cilicia en masse and asking
that the necessary boats be sent to Mersin to carry them into exile.
In November Armenian banks and business houses throughout
Cilicia were liquidated. The College of Jesuits and the School of the
Sisters of Saint Joseph sent their students together to skenderun.
Between November 13 and 22, some 12,000 Armenians embarked
at Mersin alone. For the moment the major problem was at
skenderun, where thousands of Armenians arrived from Mersin
with absolutely nothing except what they wore and could carry.
They had to be fed and clothed by a French administration that
hardly could take care of itself. The confusion and suffering were
immense.®! Almost all the Armenians were bitterly unhappy with
France in particular, claiming that it had promised to establish an
Armenian state for them in Cilicia and had reneged on a solemn
obligation to Christians. Telegrams of protest were sent to the
League of Nations, the International Red Cross, to the French, to
the British Government, in many cases demanding the
establishment of a British mandate in Cilicia in place of the French
and the mounting of a full-scale expedition to drive the Turks
out.52

On 6 November 1921, Hamid Bey, previously Kemalist governor
of Samsun and later of Trabzon, and more recently Counselor to
the Ministry of the Interior, was assigned by Mustafa Kem 1 as
Cilicia High Commissioner (literally as Assistant to the
Governor/Vali Vekili), and later as Governor, to arrange military,

60 Report of Operations for Week ending 20th November 1921, Commander U. S. Naval

Detachment in Turkish Waters (United States High Commissioner): USDS Decimal File
867. 00/1456.

61 Les Arm es francaises au Levant II, pp. 303, 408-409; AG, carton 16 C 2.

62 Les Arm es francaises au Levant II, p. 408; du V ou, La Passion de la Cilicie, p. 355.
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civilian and political matters arising there as a result of the Treaty
of Ankara.® Arriving in Adana two weeks later, he traveled around
to the major cities in Cilicia along with Muhiddin Pasa, special
military commander for the Adana area, Franklin-Bouillon, French
officials from Syria, and Armenian religious leaders, inaugurating
the new Turkish regime amidst celebrations and sacrifices and
speaking to Armenian groups in particular in an effort to calm
their fears and assure them that the Turkish army would protect
them.% Proclamations were issued to assure everyone that their
rights would be protected:

"PROCLAMATION: INHABITANTS OF CILICIA

"France and the Ankara Government, desiring to restore peace
in the East, have just concluded an agreement. France,
respecting the rights of the majority, has spontaneously
returned Cilicia to Turkey.

"France and the Ankara Government, equally desirous to have
the rights of minorities respected, have decreed a series of
guarantees in the Ankara Treaty. But even before these
guarantees were published, a methodical campaign was
organized by the enemies of peace to throw the Christian
populations into alarm and force them to leave Cilicia.
Thousands of families have thus been snatched from their
homes and thrown onto the roads to exile and misery. Both
governments, profoundly moved by this spectacle, have
resolved to make a new effort to reassure the populations and
destroy the effect of this detestable campaign of agitation.

63
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Cumbhuriyet Arsivi (Ankara), ABK Kararname 1160, 6 November 1921: CA (Ankara)
8791, Dahiliye Kutu 3/dosya 35/no. 11. Hamid Bey was appointed Governor of Adana
for this purpose on 1 January 1922, but left the position on 10 May 1922, after his task
of smoothing over the transition to Turkish Government was completed: ABK Kararname
1296, 8 January 1922: Cumhuriyet Arsivi (Ankara) 8825, Dahiliye Kutu 4/dosya 43/no.
11; ABK Kararname 1591, 10 May 1922: CA (Ankara) 8885, Dahiliye Kutu 5/dosya
16/no. 7.

22 November 1921. Letter from Sis Catholicos in skenderun to Armenian National
Delegation in Paris, dated 29 November 1921: Kasim Ener, Cukurova’nin sg li, pp.
284-287; AFL 1I,. 304; Yusuf Ayhan, Mustafa Kem I'in Pozant1 Kongresi ve Adana’'nin
Kurtulusu, Adana, pek Matbaasi, 1963, p. 133; Yenig n, 25, 29, 30 November, 1
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"CHRISTIANS OF CILICIA

"They have said to you that the amnesty will not be carried out:
That is false. The amnesty is total and immediate. The past is
dead and forgotten. No one, absolutely no one, can be
disturbed. They have said to you that you will never be able to
move freely; that is false. The Agreement assures you complete
liberty of your persons as well as respect for your property. You
have all already received passports from the French authorities;
the Government of Ankara will respect them absolutely. They
have said to you that the law will requisition from you
immediately 40 percent of your goods; that is false. This law of
requisitions, applied during the Sakarya campaign, has now
been abrogated, and no longer exists.

"They have said to you that you will be immediately enrolled [in
the army]; that is false. The Turkish authorities have taken the
necessary measures to assure that conscription will be applied
only three months after the French occupation ends, which will
be 4 January 1922. And we can hope that general peace will be
established before the end of that time. Moreover, the
Agreement stipulates for you all the guarantees assured to
minorities in the countries of Europe by virtue of treaties
concluded by the Great Powers after the Great War. Both
governments are honor bound to make their guarantees
respected. Their word is better than that of the agitators who
are trying to get you to flee today, and will abandon you
tomorrow after ruining you and more families.

"From this time forward, a Franco-Turkish commission, on
which are represented all your communities, has been formed
to guard abandoned property. All acts of pillage will be
pitilessly repressed. Muslims and Christians must equally
respect the law. And now, reflect; restore your calm, return to
the homes that await you. Liberty and Justice are assured to
all".

Adana, 30 November 1921.
M. Franklin-Bouillon Mouheddine Pacha Hamid Bey.%

65 Proclamation to the People of Adana, 30 November 1921; Ayhan, Adana’min Kurtulusu,
p- 134; Yusuf Ayhan, Adana’nin stikl 1 Beyannamesi, Adana, Kem | Matbaasi, 1970,
p. 14; P. Knabenshue, Consul in Charge, American Consulate General, Beirut, Syria, 6
January 1922: United States Department of State Decimal File 867. 00/1474; Roger de
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Gabriel Noradoungian, an Ottoman Armenian who, like
hundreds of other Armenians, had risen high in the Ottoman
Foreign Service during the previous quarter-century, and who had
actually served as Ottoman Foreign Minister for six months in
1912-1913, joined Avedis Aharonian in going to England and
France in demanding that France renounce the Treaty of Ankara
and end its evacuation of the area in order to prevent the
massacres which he insisted were certain to come.

On 19 November 1921 Noradoungian told Lord Curzon:

"The people of Cilicia fought in the ranks of the Allied armies
for the liberation of that country and 150,000 Armenians,
relying on the word of the Allies, have returned and settled in
Cilicia. To turn this people over to the Turks once again means
to subject them to massacre. The Franco-Turkish pact in the
East will only serve the diminution of Allied prestige and the
encouragement of the Turks. If France has financial difficulties,
is it not possible to extend her some sort of aid and thus rescue
those 150,000 Armenians? To trust the world of the Turks is
out of the question. I know them at close hand, the so-called
Kemalists, in particular, are the worst sort of bandits, friends
of the Bolsheviks, Pan Islamists, and Pan Turanians. Its too
bad that France set aside the legal Sultanist Government of
stanbul and aligned herself with those bandits. This unilateral
arrangement of the Cilician question is disastrous for the
Armenian people from all standpoints. WE INSIST, AND SHALL
INSIST ON THE TREATY OF S VRES. That must not become a
scrap of paper....

"...[Tlhe issue before the Supreme Council no longer is the
safety of the Armenian people, but an Armenian state on
Turkish territories which has been promised us, and which in
the future shall become the United Armenia together with
Caucasian Armenia. The Supreme Council, Mr. President,
defined our boundaries for us without our prior consent. Then
it found a mediator-arbitrator in the person of the President of
the United States, again without consulting us. And finally it
drafted a whole treaty whereby we were given our independence
as a state, and invited us to sign the document. We signed it
without objection and we accepted all that the great powers

Gontaut-Biron et R v rend L., D'Angora Lausanne, Paris, Plon-Nourrit, 1924, p. 216
(my translation from French).
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and our allies dictated to us. And now, in our conviction, it is
not the safety of the Armenian people with which the Supreme
Council shall concern itself, but with the security of the
establishment of an Armenian state. Even as you said that it
was on the basis of the S vres Treaty that France surrendered
Cilicia to Turkey, so on the same basis we expect that France
shall endeavor to return to us by peaceful means our territories
which have been seized by Turkey...."

On 23 November 1921, Noradoungian told French Premier
Aristide Briand that the Kemalists were all murderers and that the
Armenians could never trust them or live under their rule:

"It must be stated that the situation in Cilicia has so terrified
our people that we are swarmed with telegrams from all sides.
We are pained to note that France has signed a pact with the
National Assembly at Ankara, which is nothing but a collection
of criminals. I know the greater part of them personally. Many
of them have gone through under my hand during my twenty-
five years of office in the Turkish government. I can confidently
state that with rare exceptions, they are all Pan-Islamists, Pan-
Turanists, and more especially, xenophobe criminals who know
no sanctities. Our people could not imagine that they ever
should be turned over to that assassin government. This is a
terrible disaster because these men are morally bankrupt and
time and again have been proclaimed as such, and to believe
their word is impossible, especially since these men were never
brought to justice for their crimes, but they were befriended
and encouraged. Last March, Bekir Sami came to London with
a delegation three of whose members are notorious authors of
the massacres....How was it possible that these men could be
invited to tea with Lloyd George and others? This fact pierced
the Armenians to the heart. Then what shall we say of the
solemn declaration of the powers that these criminals would be
held accountable for the Armenian massacres? Where is the
punishment? And now, after all this, Franklin-Bouillon
proposes to trust the word of these criminals. We cannot do
this thing, Mr. President. Ankara’s promises are nothing but a
sham and a deceit, and the Armenian people are bound to

66 Aharonian, "Sardarapat to Lausanne', The Armenian Review, XVII/4-68 (Winter,
1964), pp. 49-50, 55; quoted partially in Marashlian, The Armenian Question I, pp.
313-314, 317.
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suffer terribly if we put faith in their word. If they do not stage
outright massacres, they know a thousand and one ways of
exterminating the Armenians. They all have been educated in
the spirit of Abdul Hamid, whereas the world knows that cruel
Sultan’s education and his spirit were abominable...."s”

While expressing sympathy, Briand responded simply that

France had no other choice since it had been defeated in Cilicia
and could not continue pouring its men and wealth into such a

losi

ng morass:

"But you also must consider, Gentlemen, that we were forced to
sign this agreement. You are familiar with the troubles of
France. Our resources do not permit us to keep such a costly
army in the East. In our conditions, no parliament will vote
such a military budget. We nevertheless waited until the last
try was attempted. To wait longer, believe me, is impossible. It
is beyond our power. We suffered thousands of casualties in
Cilicia and we expended millions. We waited for the Greek
invasion, hoping that it would bring a solution to the problem
so that we could evacuate our troops. But we saw that the
Turks pushed them back and it is highly probable that, in the
spring, they will drive them off also from Smyrna. Now when
the Turks are through with the Greeks, it is certain that they
will turn their arms against us while we neither have the
desire, the means nor the possibility of fighting the Turk. Our
country will never accept such a war, it does not understand, it
does not want it. What can we do under the circumstances but
to make peace with the Turk as soon as possible and evacuate
our troops from Cilicia and, according to the S vres Treaty after
all, we are obliged to return Cilicia to them. As to the safety of
the Armenians, please believe me that we already have taken
the necessary measures; our officers are there to supervise the
enforcement of security measures. You have already seen that,
at the first instance, the Christians will be exempted from
military service. This is a good sign. There will be others,
believe me, and finally it must be presumed that the Turks are
not fools enough to organize massacres under the present
circumstances and destroy their cause completely by raising
the whole of Europe against them. No, they won't do that at
present. And it is problematic if they shall ever do it in the

67 Ibid., p. 52; quoted partially in Marashlian, The Armenian Question I, pp. 314-315.
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future. But we have plenty of time for that. Soon the Supreme
Council shall convene and I promise that I shall take this
matter there and shall ensure, once and forever the safety of
Christians. I told you that we could not wait any longer. France
has many troubles."¢®

Since the people who remained in the cities of Cilicia,
particularly in Gaziantep, were still living amidst the ruins left by
the various French sieges and bombardments, the Grand National
Assembly provided them, and all those living in districts rescued
from enemy occupation, with special financial assistance and free
lumber to rebuild their homes and shops as well as two year tax
exemptions to help them get back on their feet.®® As promised in
the Treaty of Ankara, moreover, on 5 December 1921, the Grand
National Assembly issued a general amnesty for all those accused
of ‘treason against the nation’ for all of Anatolia, including Cilicia,
thus excusing Muslims and Christians alike for any misdeeds they
may have carried out during the French occupation while assuring
all that they would be treated fairly and equally regardless of
religion or race and urging them to remain calm and not to flee.”
At the same time, in an effort to keep the Armenians from leaving,
Mustafa Kem 1 sent a similar proclamation from Ankara on 5
December 1921:

"PROCLAMATION:

"By virtue of the agreement that has just been concluded with
France, our authorities are returning to Adana, which has been
an integral part of our country for centuries, but which was
militarily occupied after the end of the Great War. We thank
God who has permitted the Vil yet of Adana and other regions
of our territory to be returned to the Mother Country. I am
happy in the name of the Grand National Assembly to greet the
populations of these territories at their return to the mother
womb. I hope that the entire world will end by recognizing and
approving the pacific intentions of our nation and of the Grand

68  Aharonian, "From Sardarapat to S vres and Lausanne", op. cit., p. 53.

69 Cumbhuriyet Arsivi (Ankara), ABK Kanun 161, 18 October 1921: TBMM Zabit Ceridesi
XII, pp. 252-261, XIV, pp. 1-5, 12-16; D stur, III/2, pp. 177-178; Kanun 169, 8
December 1921: TBMM Zabit Ceridesi, XV, pp. 17-23, 53, 69-70; D stur, III/2, p. 189.

70 Kanun no. 168, 5 December 1921. Introduced on 3 November 1921, debated and passed
on 5 December 1921: TBMM Zabit Ceridesi, XIV, pp. 423-443, XV, pp. 16-21, 155;
D stur, III/2 (1929) pp. 188, 192; Yenig n, HM. 6, 20 December 1921, Vakit, 7, 8
December 1921; Ayhan, Adana'nmin Kurtulusu, p. 142.
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National Assembly of Turkey which has been always conscious
of the benefits of peace and which desires only recognition of
the nations rights to a life of independence, the most natural
and elementary right of every nation; and I must thank there
the French nation and government who have accepted this
point of view.

"The inhabitants of the regions of Adana, Urfa and Antep, who
have undergone misfortunes and sadness during the great war,
will once again find calm and tranquility resulting naturally
from the development and prosperity of the country, but it
appears from certain events that bad intentioned people,
envying the success of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey,
are perhaps trying to spread agitation and discord among the
populations by spreading rumors, as when General Gouraud
said in a proclamation that our action in these regions against
our fellow citizens would be contrary to the sentiments of
fraternity and that we have already committed reprehensible
acts. I wish to answer with a few words on this subject,
speaking before the civilized world and humanity. The different
elements of Turkey have lived fraternally for centuries in
sentiments, which suit the children of the same country, they
are united among themselves by the strongest bonds of
common interests, and they are tied to this country by dear
memories. We cannot hide that in the last years malevolent
people and deplorable facts have been produced as the result of
the acts of certain agitators who have not judged calm and
tranquility in the country to be beneficial to their interests. A
full and complete amnesty has just been proclaimed to wipe
out all these incidents....The Government wants to make
disappear by this measure all the causes which could enable
the malcontents to continue to influence the children of this
country. There are other duties that fall on the populations,
and I speak to all without distinction of race or religion to recall
their duties in a few words. The Government of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey is a democratic government; the
nation and the government cooperate closely in all questions
that interest the country. It is therefore useless to explain to us
the need for calm and tranquility needed by our country, and it
is necessary to deny by deeds the malevolent rumors thrown
out by our enemies. It is necessary to affirm and prove that we
are the children of a free nation. You have the duty of helping
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the Government and to place the interests of the country before
personal interests. I am convinced that a people that has
shown itself capable of keeping its calm and dignity in the fact
of the considerable events and extraordinary incidents can
continue to realize the necessity of reciprocal affection in the
entire nation without distinction of race or religion. No act of
the people can be contrary to reason or logic. I wish to declare
here that the Government of the Grand National Assembly will
take measures against all those who put the great interests of
the nation beneath their own. Rigorous measures will be taken
against those who try to avoid the legal paths. I wish to give the
following advice to officials; the fate of the territories, which are
returning to the Mother Country at the price of great sacrifices,
is in your hands. Benefit and prosperity of all people before the
law is necessary. All have the same duties regardless of race
and distinction. Think always that the extent of your
responsibility is in proportion of the greatness and importance
of your duties. Give equal justice to all regardless of race or
religion. Turn over to the rigor of the law all those who violate
them by harming order and tranquility. Do not forget to use all
your efforts to establish order and security everywhere and
make sure the sovereignty of the laws based on the policies of
the Government are respected. In concluding I wish grandeur
and prosperity to the nation and prosperity to its populations.
5 December 1337 (1921)

President of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, Mustafa
Kem [".7

As the Turkish nationalist forces replaced the French there was
in fact no organized persecution, no general Turkish retaliation, as
reported by the American naval detachment patrolling in the area,
which was closely monitoring the situation: "The destroyer
stationed at Mersina reports that the Turks have that area well in
hand and that the lives of Christians are in no danger....The

71 Ayhan, Adana’'min stikl 1 Beyannamesi, pp. 25-27; Ayhan, Adana’'nin Kurtulusu, p.
136; Enclosed in P. Knabenshue, Consul in Charge, American Consulate General,
Beirut, Syria, 6 January 1922. United States Department of State Decimal File 867.
00/1474 (my translation from the Turkish and French).
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destroyers dispatched to Batoum and Novorossisk report that they
were cordially received...."”?

The waves of mistrust were in any case far too deep, however,
for these assurances to have any significant effect. Even if some
Armenians believed the promises, they hated the Turks so much
that they did not want to live under Turkish rule even if they were
protected. The panic therefore continued, stimulated more by fear
than fact, as reported by the Chief of the American Mediterranean
fleet cruising in the area at the time, Admiral Niblack:

"The withdrawal of the French from Cilicia, in accordance with
the Franco-Turkish pact recently signed at Angora, has
resulted in a partial evacuation of Christians from Cilicia. Many
of the Christians had been closely affiliated with the French
even to the extent of bearing arms against the Turks, and they
therefore feared some terrible form of punishment from the
Turks. In connection with this disturbance, and for the
protection of American interests, Read Admiral Bristol has
maintained a destroyer at Mersina. His advice to American and
other Christian populations in Cilicia appears to have been to
remain where they were until the Turks gave some causes to
justify their evacuation. He seems to have sized up the
situation very accurately, as nothing of consequence has
occurred. The evacuation seems to have been based on fear
rather than fact".”®

An official of the Vacuum Oil Company touring Cilicia during
this time as part of a general American effort to find business in
the new Turkey, R.S. Stewart reported to the American Consul
General in Beirut on what was happening, not only the panic and
distrust that was prevalent, but also the almost complete standstill
of normal business activity:

"The effect upon the Christian population of the French
withdrawal has been sensational in the extreme. Since the first
announcement of the Bouillon agreement, emigration has been
proceeding through the port of Mersina on a vast scale.
Estimates of the number of inhabitants who have left in this

72 Report of operations for week ending 22 January 1922. Commander U. S. Naval
Detachment in Turkish Waters (United States High Commissioner). United States
Department of State Decimal File 867. 00/1487.

73 Admiral Niblack, Commander U. S. Naval Forces Operating in European Waters to Chief
of Naval Operations, Pola, Italy, 10 December 1921. USDS Decimal File 867. 00/1470.
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manner range between 40,000 and 60,000; made up in the
main of the Armenian population of Adana, Tarsus and
Mersina. The impelling motive in the instance of the Armenians
is, of course, absolute distrust of Turkish intentions in their
regard. Hellene Greeks cannot remain on account of the actual
state of war between their country and the Kemalists; while in
addition many Ottoman Greeks and native Christians have
emigrated under the influence of the undoubted general panic.
More significant still, all British subjects have been warned by
their Government to withdraw before the completion of the
evacuation. This latter circumstance is plainly proving a source
of decided uneasiness to both Turks and French, the feeling
being heightened by the presence of British war vessels at
Mersina.

"Commercial. Aside from a certain amount of superficial activity
attributable to extensive liquidation and to the movement of
essential commodities, trade and industry are temporarily at a
standstill. While this condition would be natural enough in any
country under similar circumstances, it is intensified in Cilicia
by the fact that the machinery of commerce has long been
almost entirely in the hands of the very Christian element,
which is now in such a state of demoralization. Amongst those
of this class who have not already severed their connections
with Cilicia, the feeling of uncertainty alone regarding future
taxes, possible levies, etc. is at present highly discouraging to
any business activity. The crafts also have suffered greatly
owing to the wholesale exodus of Christian workmen.
Prohibition of the export of gold, and the consequent brisk
demand for foreign exchange on the part of the thousands of
emigrants, have brot (sic) about the depreciation of Turkish
gold to a point about ten percent below its value in Syria and
Egypt. Turkish paper is on the decline as well, and the whole
exchange situation is decidedly unstable. Finally, trade
prospects in general are adversely affected by the impossibility
of foreseeing what Cilicia’'s outside relations will be as the
result of the change of administration.

"Moral. The psychological reaction to the situation varies
according to race and belief, and is highly dramatic. Official
proclamations issued jointly by the French and the Turks have
done little to inspire general confidence. The hereditary fear
under which the Armenian labors is intensified by the
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consciousness of having recently indulged in a certain amount
of retaliation. Christians in general, while less impressed with
the possibility of wholesale massacre, experience a sense of
betrayal. All expectation of eventual release from Turkish
mastery being decisively cut off, they appear to feel that
continued stay in Cilicia offers no attractions. Perhaps the
worse fear is that of conscription, or its possible alternative of
heavy exemption payments. The Turkish attitude is of course
one of exultation, with insolence and an occasional hint of
menace very thinly veiled indeed. The White Man's prestige is
at the lowest ebb. This is keenly felt by the French officers,
many of whom regard the Bouillon agreement as a rather low
piece of political work, and highly discrediting to France. Very
significant in this respect is the case of General Dufieux, later
General Commanding in Cilicia, whose sentiments, and
particularly his very apparent distrust of Kemalist assurances,
led to his supersedure and practical disgrace....Afterward Mr
Bouillon...stated that it was self evident that no public
disorders which might result in damage to stocks need be
feared, and that as far as Government action might be
concerned, he could state positively that business interests
would not be imposed upon. While unquestionably there would
be new tax fixations, and while the belligerent status of the new
Government might necessitate requisition of needful supplies,
such requisitions would be made only against adequate
reimbursement, as in the actual recent instance of the
purchase for cash from the Asiatic Petroleum Company of 1000
cases benzene. Wholesale levies, such as the 40 percent
imposition formerly practiced, would be discontinued definitely.
Customs duty would be increased from 11 percent to 20
percent".”

As the French evacuation began by road via the ports of Mersin
and skenderun starting on 4 November, the flight to Syria
accelerated, consisting mostly of Armenians but also Greeks and
Turks who had opposed the Turkish national movement and
cooperated with the French. About 30,000 Armenians, Greeks and
other Christians left the Adana district in November and
December. Most went by ships that came to pick them up at

74 R. S. Stewart, Vacuum Oil Company, to Paul Knabensue, U. S. Consulate General,
Beirut, 19 December 1921. Enclosed in P. Knabensue to Secretary of State, 5 January
1922. United States Department of State Decimal File 867. 00/1475.
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Mersin and by trains that went to Aleppo. By the end of December,
French troops remained only in Mersin along with approximately
10,000 refugees and at D rtyol, where 7,000 refugees still were
gathered. All were evacuated from these two cities as well as from
Kilis (7 December), Adana (20 December), Osmaniye (24
December), Antep (25 December), Tarsus (27 December), Mersin (3
January 1922), D rtyol (4 January), and Adana (4 January), thus
completing the evacuation in little less than three months from the
time the Treaty of Ankara was signed.” According to French
sources, between 1 November 1921 and 4 January 1922,
approximately 54,000 Christians left Cilicia, of whom 31,000
settled in French-mandated Syria and Lebanon, and the remainder
scattered to British protection in Palestine and Egypt and
throughout the Mediterranean area.” By the end of 1923, the total
number of Armenians who had left Cilicia are said to have
numbered some 175,000, almost all those who had lived there
before the war together with those who had emigrated from central
Anatolia during 1919 and 1920.77 On his return to Paris in late
January 1922, General Gouraud reported to a special session held
at the Sorbonne that "...overall the evacuation of Cilicia took place
in perfect order, without violence, and without a single person
being killed or even wounded".”®

Turkish forces and government officials entered the evacuated
cities and towns amidst joyful popular demonstrations celebrating
their liberation from the oppressive French occupation, not only in
Cilicia, but throughout the entire country.” One of their first acts

75 The exact chronology of the evacuation of each city in Cukurova is found in the Archives
de la Guerre (Chateau de Vincennes) Carton 12 C 2, summarized in Les Arm es
francaises au Levant II, pp. 325, 409; Turkish accounts of the evacuation are found in
T rk stikl 1 Harbi, IV, p. 292; T. C., Genelkurmay Harb Tarih Arsivi, ATASE, Harp
Mintakalari, Sehir ve Kasabalarin sg 1, stirdat ve Bombardiman Tarihleri, Ankara,
1940, p. 86; and Ahmet Hulki Saral and Tosun Saral, Vatan Nasil Kurtarildi, Ankara,
T rkiye s Bankasi, 1979, p. 368; On 1 January 1922, the Commander of the United
States naval squadron that was sailing in the area reported that all the Armenians had
left Cilicia except for about 8,000 that were still gathered in Mersin: "Report of
operations for week ending 01 January 1922. By Commander U. S. Naval Detachment in
Turkish Waters", United States Department of State Decimal File 867. 00/1478.
Haut-Commissariat de la R publique Francaise en Syrie et au Liban en 1922, Paris,
Larose, 1922, B. R. 6/18-1-1922 D27 C1.

77 Anahide Ter Minassian, La R publique d’Arm nie, Paris, ditions Complexe, 1989, pp.
255-256.

Sorbonne Conference held in Paris on 26 January 1922. Quoted in Gourad, op. cit., p.
112.

79 TIH IV, 254-255; AFL II, p. 304.
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was to declare invalid all property transfers which had been forced
on local Turks and Jews by the French occupation authorities who
had turned hundreds of houses and arms thus surrendered over
to Armenians and Frenchmen at prices far below their market
values.8°

Thus were the immediate effects of the French and Armenian
occupation of south-eastern Anatolia alleviated, though for Turkish
and Jewish families who had lost everything, this was small
consolation indeed. It would take years of insistence by Mustafa
Kem 1 Atat rk that the people of the new Turkish Republic that
emerged from the war should avoid continued hatreds resulting
from past atrocities inflicted on them and their ancestors and seek
friendship with all the people of the world, including those who
had attacked them so viciously during and after World War I, that
the Turks attempted to live in friendship with the other peoples of
the area, though in many cases the Christian nationalists in
particular, nurtured as they were by hatred and religious bigotry,
left the Turks puzzled, unable to understand why their overtures of
friendship had been briskly rejected while at the same time France
as well as Greece have made no effort to pay to Turkey the billions
of dollars they owe it for the terrible material and moral damage
that their occupation troops inflicted on the country, uncalled-for
damage, far beyond any sort of authorization they had been given
by the Mondros Armistice Agreement or the Paris Peace
Conference.

80 Cumhuriyet Arsivi (Ankara), Ankara Bakanlar Kurulu Kararname 1462, 8 March 1922:
CA (Ankara) 1856, Adliye Kutu 4/dosya 51/no. 18.
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